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" Father^ forgive them^ for they km 
what they do** — (Luke xxiii. 3 

As the lone wanderer — who has 
denlj passed from snn-lit and flo 
meads into the gloom of the drear f< 
where his path seems to lose itself ai 
wind-shattered trees and rivpn — 
as one who finHo ^' 



bii not come upon inee : r>ub i 
ciple heard those words of correct!' 
'hou understandest only earthly thin 
i the things that are of God."— ( 
ttt. xvi.) Hence, before we en 
)n the contemplation of the sufferii 
our Lord, it may be needful to p: 
;e a consideration, which we will cc 
it with our first similitude. 
The traveller, who journeys from i 
form meadows and levels of the ph 
^ards some mighty mountain, arrii 
t at sunny hillocks, crowned wi 
vine, and then descends into pleasi 
leys, where green woods and avenu 
ornate, and where flow streams tl 
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ract comes down, rises precipitous ; blocks 
of stone and moss-eoyered trunks of 
trees intercept the way, which now 
hang? over the abyss, whilst every step 
is more and more laborious, and more 
fraught with danger. When, however, 
the wanderer has toiled his way athwart 
these dangers, and has arrived at the 
lofty summit, he looks with joy upon 
the wide Alpine field before him, where 
the sun shines unclouded in the deep, 
deep blue, and nature presents herself to 
him in all her glory. 

And so it is with us, as we advance 
in our consideration of that life, which, 
in its all-embracing signification, is the 
foundation of the life of the entire human 
race. As long as we tarry in the con- 
temj^ation of tiie earthly life and actions 
of our blessed Lord, we seem to our- 
selves to be amongst those beautiful and 
bright elevations, which first arise from 
the plain ; we find ourselves on those 
lovely pastures which rise around the 
Sea of Tiberias, on which our Lord him- 
self so much loved to be. All around ia 
enrapturing to the heart, 'i^e^^^ "wjA. 
lowJjr as be externally apipeaxe^, \>aaxe 

B 2 
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1110 through thia poverty the richneas 
\na wisdom and of his grace; there 
110 from boneatb bia lowlioess a splen- 
ir before which the grandeur of all 
iiin.n pride nuiat fiide away. His 
nitenauce waa mild and friendly, eo 
i( the moat humble and the most de- 
.^od of men ooiild approach him without ' 
!■ : iiiiil yet by his very moeknoss he 

>, entirely hardened. And although 
all tinica, and in all plnees, he wiis 
kd by fieree foes, who often dis- 
played the fulness of tlicir rage against 
liim ; they liad no power against him, 
as long as that hoar had not coino, in 
which, by hia own and by Ids Father'a 
will, he was to offer liia sacrifice. Vhen 
he opened his mouth, lie spoke as no 
one before Lim or after him hath spoken, 
for he spoke words of life. Wherever 
and whenever he was pleased — and his 
will was ever in harmony with the will 
of his Father— to manifest his dominion 
over the elements and powers of nature ; 
when lie walked upon the waves of the 
sea, oi multiplied a few loaves for the 
"ourJiliment of (iousaiids ; when, at his 
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word, death gave back its prey, there 
were shed around him light, and health, 
and benediction. All that can manifest 
in us the best feelings of our nature, 
every ideal of human dignity — wisdom, 
goodness, justice, all moral beauty — 
appeared in their full dignity and per- 
fection in him, and it was only the 
rudest, the most determined depravity, 
that could resist the conviction, that in 
him the eternal Godhead had manifested 
itself upon earth. 

But he does not always appear before 
us in this loveliness of action, in this 
bright splendour of mid-day. " We 
have seen him," says the Prophet, " and 
there was no sightliness in him. His 
look was, as it were, hidden and des* 
pised, whereupon we esteemed him not." 
As we follow him in the farther course 
of his life, we leave the cheerful meadows 
and enter suddenly upon dark paths, 
where serpents hiss and raving wild 
beasts roar, whither scarcely a single 
ray of cheerful life can enter, and whence 
every exit appears closed up. In thaA 
moment, in which Jeaw^ eTv\«t^^ ^^^^^^ 
ibe Garden of Oliyes, t\i^ \>T\^XjaR»^ ^^ 
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his glory appeared at once to become 
dim, Bnd hia miracles to cease: tbe 
omuipotenee which he had before exer- 
cified Beemed taken from hiin, and to 
Lave given place to weakness ; his firm- 
nosa was as if broken down ; he was 
bowed to the earth in painful sorrow; 
he eiifiered the bittepeat anguish, which 
be fubdiied only to meet bis enemies, 
helpless and defenceless; lio was seized, 
bound, hurried away before woithlciia 
and wicked judges ; be was ill-treated 
in a thousand ways, derided, scourged 
like a slave, until, in the presence of a 
hearties" and ungrateful multitude, he 
languished upon a crosn, wbicli lie liad 
borne on his own shoulder to tbe awful 
mount. 

Why is the heavenly semblance of bia 
life thus changed ? Shall lie, in this 
humiliation, be recognized as the Holy 
One of God, as the head of the human 
race, as the Lord, as the Wonderful! 
Shall it surprise ua, if the fuith even of 
hia own disciples should bo wrecked 
upon this rock ? Rut be himself, a short 
time after this, when he bad now con- 
'ered sin and death, asked thoee dia- 



.,», tisthe waiiden 

bue drear wilderness must ci 
beetling rocks, and pass deep 
before he can reach the bright 
there to breathe the parer aii 
behold the brighter light of he 
80 mast we accompany our Rede 
the weary way of his sufferings, 
we can behold him again in all th 
to which his human nature shall I 
path ascend ; before we can prii 
infinite good which he has gainc 
us ; before we can learn the fuln 
that moral beauty which even i 
sufferings displays itself in richest 
line.<i8. 
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depth, which recoDciles contradict ions, 

which softens the confusioD of all these 
disBDnancea, and brings harmony into 
the whole. Of discords, of violent cou- 
tr&dlctiona, the hamait world is fall. 
How many cruelties, how many sinful 
desires, evoked by avarice and sensuality, 
by hatred, by envy, by pride and wild 





-H called the Corse — that compliuated 

cou.'seijiience of tlie first eiH, whicb haa 

Iiri>)iagat«d itaclf from Ailarn down, 

tliriMigh all gQDeratioDS. But in tUo 

of th H wild confusion, there wa» 

ned from the beginning the voice of 

I e HsA uS salvation. Triumpbing- 

be cnrrn, tba bteseng of bmnanit^ 

W19 devclniied thraut.'h nges. 

1 s:i.:idilv ..f r..A dis|,l:i™l 

e f n twofold" relation— as divine 

graee an 1 nercy, which, creating and 

a at ), anew, embraced fallen man in 

tea f his love; and a.s divine 

t u a I tice, which, as tliey arc not 

n on r c ion with each other, could 

no k away and destroy guilt, except 

by a ne nerit which was to he acquired 

in and liy human nature. 

This visiting of man on the part of 
God, and this reconciliation with God 
on the part of man, are both united in 
Josua Christ. "Walking as man amongst 
men, he took upon himself the great 
duty of an entire restitution to God, 
without reservation and of his own free 
will, that ho might honour .iiid glorify 
/^ hia obeilieucc the sanctity of Uis 



. ^wgui/, ana bad tm 
arrived at their crisis, so he wh 
come to take npoD himself man's de 
was doomed to suffer the worst 
fanatical cruelty and wicked pride 
inflict. And as his whole life was, ti 
fore, an uninterrupted exercise of o 
enoe, a continual sacrifice, the end o 
earthly life was necessarily the con^ 
mation of this sacrifice. 

For this consummation, towards w 
his prophetic eye was ever directec 
his ardent love for mankind he alw 
most ardently sighed, calling it his b 
tism, his chalice. But on the part 
those deluded men wVm »«— '^ 
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v*uwn 01 myself, and I take it up 
He spoke thus not as helpless i 
created dependence, but in the 
knowledge of the eternal Word 
dwelt within him. He, the Son o 
spoke thus in relation to his huma 
Hence our Lord named this ti 
his deepest humiliation not onl^ 
hour, for which he had come int 
world; he named it also the ho 
his enemies. " This is your hour 
the power of darkness." For the 
and the blessing, the enormity o 
and the power of merciful love, att 
at this hour their highest point nr. 
extrenrip f^^ — ^ 



._ .,* uia peac 
oeneath their feet the author ol 
tion, and solemnly invoked upoi 
selves the ancient curse, " His h 
upon us and upon our children/' 
on the other hand, is shown the 
fulness of light, and love, and he 
tion, conquering and triumphing 
all this iniquity ? In that same > 
ful hour, when the despised, tl 
jected, the condemned Saviour ant 
diator, in infinite patience, in exhai: 
love, sacrificed his life for all, and < 
upon his Father to pardon his eneuQ 
And now was completed the wc 
deadly hate and of life-*"^'"'* ^" 
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.^* uiin and in the distance 
upon the victim of their le 
chiefs, some with heartless curl 
some with the cruel pleasure 
nity ; beneath him at the fo( 
cross are the soldiers, who cast 
his garments ; from all sides 
blaspheming shouts of the popuL 
most crying injustice sings its 1 
triumph — and Heaven is silent, 
arm of Providence, the saving p 
God, is concealed. May not th 
cent victim exclaim, '' Lift up t 
against their pride— Arise, O Goc 
thy own cause ; remember the rer^ 
with which th^ ^'*''' 



^.^j^ «vfr mat his sacrifice 

summated. He prays, writes St. 

tine, for those whose cruelty he e 

for he remembers not that he is 

by them, but for them. 

Shall wo ask where was now his 

where the revelation of his ma 

« 

Or why was not now fulfillec 
which was foretold in the Psali 
'^Let God arise, and let his eu 
be scattered, and let them that 
him flee before his iace." — (Ps. 1. 
This is according to human fe( 
which measures the vengeance of 
by its own rule. But Jesus manif< 
his ^lorv in unM"^ 
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liii; 1 1- priestly prayer, he added, to give 
it ^rre&ter weight, tLe motive of thiV' 
jTiiyor, " Father," he mid, " Father, foM 
givB them, for they know not what.. 
tlii'v do." And here a multitude of. 
iHicstioDH, of which the solution does 
imt appeur easy, piesent themselvea to, 
(jur mind. If the pereccutora of oar 
Lord really did not know how great 
H-;ia the crime which they committed, 
dill they require pardon? If they did' 
kiinw, were they worthy of forgivenesB, 
and how conld our Lord excuse them, 
as if they had not known ? If the son 
of a king, chid iu tlic ga,rb of a, peasant, 
should go to a distant part of his father's 
dotiiiuiona, and should be ilUtrcated by 
tlie rude inliabitants, and if, when freed 
from the hands of these barbarians, he 
should magnanimously avert from them 
the chastisement which they had de- 
served, he would assert in their favour 
that they knew not the dignity of his 
rank. This mild intcrccasiou would re- 
dound to ilia honour, and would he 
olfective in fiivoiir of tho ppo|de who 
wert; ignorant that lie was tlicir young 



-^ xtedeemer, the Son 
invisible King ? It would see 
we could. For soon after thi 
Peter said to the multitude that th 
around him at the gate of the t 
''The author of life you killed, 
God hath raised from the dead, of 
we are witnesses : and now, brethi 
know that you did it through ignor. 
as did also your rulers. But t 
things which God had before showe< 
the mouth of his prophets, that 
Christ should suffer, he hath so 
filled." — (Acts iii.) Again, St. 1 
writes, " We speak the wi*^'*- 
in a mvsterv. -^- ' 
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(ilory unknown to tliem, bow weieW 
tlw.y gm\ly of so heinoua a crime tozm 
wliloh tbey needed pardon ? J 

'I'o form our judgment of this, we will^l 
draw an illaetration — remote, indeed — -J 
from an event wliiob occurred in tliaJ 
pevrnteenth century, A Capnchin, J 
kiiuwa in bis order fay the name of^ 
Ariiietus, poor and Bimple, aa Lis stato .1 
rci{iiired him to be, but, for many re»- i 
sons, celebrated widely tbroagli Franoc^ifl 
ra7Lie once, late in the evening, whesiil 
till! froet was severe, and the snow lying 

neur to sole 
1 s comp on Tl o noble an wlo 
i^a. a z a oua II ^uenot, tnl a n in, 
mo eover of i rude and n petuo 3 ten - 
pe sent I on for ans er t it tl ey 
m „1 1 o to the I n„n in n d f he 
ca 1 1 he n t I s g- cis I s I o ds 
eliould dme tbeni out. Brother A n^'clua 
waa, notwithstanding this uncourtcoiia 
rc]>ulse, desirous of passing the night in 
the castle, and appealed to the com- 
pasBion of the guard, who gave the friara 






-,^ a peasant, whom Ai 
directed to go to the castle, and to 
vej to its lord this message : " 
Duke of Joyeuse thanks thee ki. 
for his night's lodging." Scarcely 
the nobleman heard these words, w 
he threw himself on his horse, i 
hastened after the pilgrims. When 
had overtaken them, he cast hims* 
humbly at the feet of Brother Angela 
and implored his pardon ; for this humb 
Capuchin was no other than he, wl 
lad before been known as Henry, DuIi 
f Joyeuse, the powerful marshal < 
'ranee, but who had now Ho*-' 

If to thft flflrvl' 
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iiiipreaaion, that be Tcsolveil at onoe io^ 
rot urn to the bosom of theChnrob, whiohn 
lio Imd recently foraaken. ' 

I lad this stern nian known on thai' 
[ire ceding evening who was to haT» 
bi.'Oii his guest, would he not have re- 
(.'(.'i\'ed bim with the greatest respcot, 
ciitortained him with the grenteat honoui^ 
mill bare prepared for him the first 
iipurtment of hia boaae ; and all thii^ 
despite the lowlj appearance of thv 
niibla pilgrim? Certainlj' be wonld..' 
llo ilid not know it, hot shall we dedar* 
him blameless ? He drove from his 
threshold a poor wanderer into the storm 
of a winter's night; he treated him un- 
kindly, with scorn and cruelty, and this, 
not only thniugh hard-hearted pride, 
but also through £inatical hate. He 
knew not that the pilgrim was the man 
of high birth whom he had once honoured 
as his ma)!tcr and benefactor ; but he 
knew that he was a needy man, a Chris- 
tiiin, a religious, to whom he was bound, 
in the circumstances in which he mw 
him, to offer the services of Christian 
charity, 
Lot us now (urn our cyca to out \j<ii>i. 
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and to his ooQtemporarieB, aoti, as fitr 
as snofa compariaon will avail ub, we 
ehall find inaay similar traJta to arrest 
oar attention. Tiie Prince of Eternal 
Olory appeared upon earth in the garb 
of hnmaa natare, in tLe form of a 
aervaot, u a needy pilgrim, who had no 
covering under which to repose. He 
sought not distant and pagan lands, but 
he visited the chosen people, who were 
distinguished above all others bj the 
poesession of revelation, of the aaoient 
promises, and of the temple of Sion. 
This people, who owed their pre-eminence 
only to their future Redeemer, shoald 
have rejoiced at his coming ; they should 
have received him wiUi jubilation, and 
donld have reverenced him with tbeir 
whole heart. But " he came unto his 
own, and his own received him not." 
They treated him with scorn and con- 
ten^t ; they would not endure his pre- 
WBoe amongst them; and when they 
Lad driven him from their city, and 
bad deprived him of life, then they 
learned from the messengers whom be 
seat to them, from the ■7tiw« ^\ '^°^x 
Apottlge, who lie vraa -wWim 'ioftl ''°*^ 
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trp:ited with auch cruel indigDity, and 
tlioii many of tbem humbled themaelves 
ill repentance, nad became the mcmben | 
of Ills first churcli. 

The princes and leaders of tte people, ' 
till: shadow of a prince of Cialilee, the 
representative of the fiomau puwer, i 
know him not: they eaw in him, whom 
tliuy named Jesus of Nazareth, nothing 
that correBponded with their idea of the 
Si>ti of Qod, of the Messiaa and King of 
thi' world ; that ia, they saw him not in 
tl splendonr of pnrple and gold not 
s nlel ly T le n 11 
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and adhered to his doctrines, apostates 
from the law of the Lord. Yes ; when 
they saw that they had so far succeeded 
as to behold him captiye, bound and 
delivered over to them as a victim ; 
when they dared to strike him on the 
face, to ill-treat him in every manner 
that they could devise, and felt them- 
selves unrestrained by supernatural 
power ; when they so intimidated the 
Roman governor, and calmed his con- 
science, that he delivered up to the death 
of a slave, the wonderful man, before 
whom he had trembled, and when nought 
came to pass, that told of the anger of 
heaven, of the Almighty's destroying 
rage, they might conyince themselves 
that the victim of their persecution could 
not be the Messias, whom he had de- 
clared himself to be. They spoke their 
thoughts, and in triumph, in those in- 
sulting words, " If he be Israel's King, 
let him now come down from the cross, 
and we will believe in him. He trusted 
in God; let him now free him, if he 
will have him ; for he has called him- 
self the Son of God." 
That he was tlieiT "Lot^ aTA^v^^*^^^ 



v*vy*xx auu ueiestial 

and in nowise worthy of death ; 
knew that, without injustice, no 
oould ehed innocent blood. They 
more, or were bound to know i 
For wicked and hardened as were 
hearts, his meekness and his dignity 
made, even against their will, an 
pression upon them, though it wer 
more than the effect produced by 
morning dawn on the eyes of those 
are nearly blind. His exalted wis 
had flashed like lightning around, 
had oast their cunning to the grou 
they spoke with contempt of his mira< 
only to conceal the fear tlip-c <*«u . ^ 
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of the Psalms and prophecies. The 
manner in which the Messias was to 
appear was well known to them ; the 
prophetical tellings of his poverty and 
meekness, of his sufferings, yes, of their 
own wickedness and obstinacy, all these 
things spoke for him, as he himself de- 
clared. *^ Search the Scriptures, for in 
them you think yon have eternal life ; 
they bear testimony of me." — (St. Jo. v.) 
To these testimonies was added that 
of a Gentile, of Pilate, who, speaking 
from his conscience, declared that he 
conld find no fault in him, and solemnly 
bore witness to his innocence. Must 
not, then, their eyes have been closed ? 
Were they, who could talk so much and 
60 well, at other times, of the holiness 
of God, who horned with so great zeal 
for his honour, who so deeply abhorred 
idolatry and vice, not now blind in their 
interior, spiritual understanding ? Was 
their knowledge of human guilt, and of 
the redemption, so dried up in symbols 
and rites, that these latter had lost for 
them all meaning and signification ? So 
entirely foolish, so blind, tV^e^ wyc\^ \^S2N» 
have been ; but they dte^A^b^xJajaX*^*^^*^^ 



wisQea not to know the truth, 
might do right, and in thei 
they lied unto themselves. T 
not part with their idols of 
ambition, with the miserable 
their former power, that th 
live only according to the wil 
They, therefore, closed their 
they might not behold en 
truth. Their ignorance, then 
degradation, was their peci 
grievous crime; and the ne\i 
their crime was, that in this 
they murdered the Holy One, 
only that they thereby secu 
tottering buildinfir from Hpflfm. 
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that hateth me, hateth my Father."— (St. 
John XV.) 

Jesus, therefore, prayed for those who 
were in greatest need of his prayers, 
and he added, as a reason for his heing 
heard, that they knew not what they 
did. Is, then, guilty ignorance an ex- 
cuse for crime ? Can one sin be palliated 
by another ? A serious question, which, 
if it be answered in the affirmative, 
would give to every sinner occasion to 
shield himself behind his ignorance. He 
who casts himself down a precipice, first 
closes his eyes, that he may not look 
upon the awful abyss beneath him ; the 
sinner, who, with full deliberation, com- 
mits sin, smothers, often violently, the 
voice of conscience, and the thought of 
present and future punishment. And 
as this power of stifling the interior 
voice of conscience gains strength by 
exercise; as evil example, moral de- 
pravity, and foolish emulation, can do 
so much to beat man down, so that he 
perseveres in crime without a struggle 
from within, the impious man will gain 
stronger claims for pardon Qi \Jaft \iic»^^^ 
^inpposition be true^, t\ift gceaXet ^t<^^^^ 
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ailvaucsa in crime, as, altlioiigh by liii ' 

o»*n &alt, hia iguorance and interior 
J:irkiie8s will, in proporCioo, increasa. 

N'«t to involve ourselveB in such con- . 
trill ictioiiB, we lUQst, thci'efofe, oonaider I 
tlie prayer of tbe great higb-prieet in 
its true wid univereal eignificatioii ; w 
far, that is, HH it oontaioB a bleedng, !>' 
O[i[i08itioii to and for the d«s(ructioa of 
tlio nnc-ieiit fur.^c Kv,.Ty luisury of tbe 
Liiraan race, wliicli takes its orlgio in a 
turning from God, ahows itself, on tbe 
apiritnal aide, in its dominion over man, 
of ignorance, error, and weakness of the 
will. Thia spiritual blindness, which 
ID its cause la criminal, increases with 
every new sin ; it ia strengthened in 
proportion to personal moral dei)ravity, 
and posses, with its errors and its pre- 
judices, from generation to generation ; 
wherefore, ignorance is no small portion 
of the misery which, aa a consequence 
of the original sin of man, weighs heavily, 
as a severe doom, upon our race. Tiiia 
blindness is accomianiod and increasud 
by personal crime, allliongh every man 
tliiit Cometh into the world ia enlightened 
I'j' th/ii light of the eternal Word, which, 
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29 



In bis eooBrienee (and in written law), 
oontajna the essential precepts and holi- 
ness of the divine nill. 

Bat when he, in whom the law was 
fulfilled, appeared npon earth to found a 
new life, as Son of Mao, he offered his 
sacrifice, not only in expiation of gnilt, 
bnt as a remedy to it^ conaeqaencds. 
Hence he p»yed, "Father, forgive 




^ 



J;,riiiiranc8, from blinilDesa and depravity; 
^i\-o them the joy of salvation, 'that 
lioiicofortli tiiey mny know thee, the 
eternal Just Father, atid him whom thoQ. ] 
hn^t sent, Jesus Christ.' " 

And that he waa theD, as St. Panl 
Siiys, "when with tears and a loud voica 
he ;^nt up his [iraycre, heard for his 
ri-verence,' that his prayer quickly pro- 
diifed the noblest fcnit, is shown by tha 
lii.stury of the Apostles, in the great aoi 
diiily inraeaaing Dumber of the oonvertff. 
and feithfii], who, forming the first 
Cliurch, eoijfes^i'J the evil uliiL-h they 
had done, and with repentant hearts, 
a d f tl ■ n f '11 f Uowed the 



w fl d a f ose 

y ma 

knou lodge of God, fell an iiy from Cliiiat 
tl) turn thenisclvea to siu. "For if, 
after having the knowledge of the friith, 
we sill willingly — (that is, not thi'oi:j,'h 
frailty, but through an evil choiee, iind 
persevere in this wickedness of will) — 
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there is now left no saorifice for sins.**— 
(Heb. X. 26.) 

What effect, then, has this first word 
of our Lord upon the cross, this great 
prayer of reconciliation, for faithless and 
untrue Christians ? Shall that exculpa- 
tion, which expresses the state of un- 
redeemed human nature, and the blind- 
ness of the soul turned away from God ; 
shall this motive, " They know not what 
they do,*' avail for Christians, for men 
who have partaken of the faith, and 
have been engaged in the service of 
God ? It may, indeed, for those who 
are entirely ignorant, for those who 
from their youth upwards have never 
heard words of instruction ; for the 
poor, the weak, and the deluded, who 
have grown up in circumstances un- 
favourable to instruction, and who have 
followed those whom, in their circle of 
life, they deemed to be examples worthy 
of imitation. But shall it avail in favour 
of those who think they are above other 
men ; who pride themselves in their 
learning and wisdom, and who say that 
they are not bound to surrender tVv^\xv- 
selves to Jeaual Abl t\iey ^oyj Vb^ 



^ j5 KjK;a.uiy 01 Jesus 

Sin is to them only the conseq 
the limited power of finite en 
and spiritual life is to them i 
than a beautiful flower of earthly 
which, perhaps, may continue he 
And while these men labour to 
all that they think worthy ol 
known, except the great blest 
sanctification, might we not re[ 
them those words which Nicodemi 
heard, ^^ Art thou a master in 
and knowest not these things V* 
is a beautiful saying, which a S[ 
man once uttered to the hearing 
faithless world : "Jpanc "--- 



.- uAxy iignt and of thy 
grant that we may always kno^ 
we should do, and strengthen ou 
that wo may do what we know, l 
kingdom is not in speech, but in ] 
in life, and in truth. Amen. 
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" Ametiy I 9ay to thee^ thi 
shalt he with me in / 
(Lake xxiii. 43.) 

"Get thee up on a higl 
thou that bringest good tidic 
lift up thy voice with stre 
that bringest good tidings to < 
Thus was it once said to th< 
Prophets ; and what are th< 
that embassy of joy which he 
nounce with such power and 
"Behold the Lord shall < 



.^u uie iiie of mank 

renewed, the height of Golgotha, 
we hehold the wonders of the . 
how he gave strength to the 
and much force to those that we 
And who is this weary one, tl 
whose life almost was not, if n 
robber there bonnd to his cross ? 
could more truly and more strikin 
designated as one who is not, thi 
evil-doer who is struggling with < 
who has been rejected from so 
from the world, from life ? But sudi 
new strength glows within him 
through him ; he gains new force, t 
raises him hitrh «i^— ' 




^ "f pitradijio." 

' ..ah »• ;°«to' » liIo-brb,.bi; 

.V b»' »jSrf . s"""'- *'">' " ™k 
■;«>. ■"!«''''„;»« here .!>„„. in 

tlicir »'*" It fbe pray^'' sisconda and 
Augu3ti»«' down." i'oUowmg tliese 
mercy «•' ^^^ ^„(, waya open before ua 
words, ■**?.. itscendiiig of tlie sinner 

-'l'?"Ed«»«i "" ■!««»'«' '!■• 
*" 1 V wMcli lis cornea to meet 

Keduomct.JJ ^^ j,^^ j^^, ^^ ^^^^ ,,,j„ 

the pen' ■ co„ditioD3 upon which 
„,h.ll .ee 'o , „j„„ei; ,„ 

jri'cona .l.e %»«« »°^ '"'"■■ °' 
n" "' rft? togerou. .iperi—s 



•«=« I- -v S SA?«"« not 

«ade in ,?« ««* Wai o/*^-^?^°' 
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but to a. knowledge, to the adoration, 
Liixl to a, hopeful love of his Redeemer, 
-trliom he now invokes with these words, 
ivliieh shall be rewarded for &11 eternity, 
" Lord, remember me when thou shalt 
coitie into thy kiDgdom." With eagle 
wii)gs he flies to the noble object befor» 
him, and Becores it for ever; for he; 
lifuvs in reply that aacred promise, 
" Aiiifu, I fi:iy to lliw, tlii:J day thou 
shah be with me in I'araJise." 

Whiit a fervent, what a life-brirging 
prayer ! What a gracious, what a rich 
promise ! How true is here sliown, in 
their full extent, those words of St. 
AHgustine, " The prayer ascends and 
mercy cornea down." Following tlieae 
words, we see two ways open before na 
— the spiritual asccndiug of the sinner 
to his Redeemer ; the descent of the 
Redeemer, by which he comes to meet 
the [wnitcnt. On the first of these ways 
e I II th ud t p !i h 

w a t b fl aliy d d n 
tl se nd tl p a d f 1 f 

p 1 d mpt 

A tJ U g xp nts 

and t I h ]i uan may \iq4 \,1]A.. \>-^ 
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means of the natural powers which he 
possesses, there are many, it is well 
known, which require the greatest pru- 
dence and caution^ For who does not 
know that a sudden expansion of con- 
fined air is frequently sufficient to throw 
an entire edifice into ruins, to destroy 
life, and to cause extensive desolation ? 
But more perilous far are those experi^ 
ments which are essayed at the cost of 
our spiritual life, of our interior peaces — 
in a word, of our salvation. And who 
is the mortal man who does not feel, and 
perhaps frequently, an impulse that 
would lead him to the dangerous at- 
tempt ? The first trial of this kind was 
made in the heginning of time, wben 
thai inevitable moment had come, in 
which the first; man, the protoparent of 
our race, was to determine, by his own 
free will, either for or against the will 
of God, and to announce by fact what 
he considered to be good or evil. To 
the result of this trial, and how only a 
new creation could save man from the 
state of depravity into which he ha<L 
fallen, the entire history oi Toaj^vc^^ 
hears witneaa — a history '^\iv^ x,^^ '^^ 
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llic unceasing atrugglo of life with doatb, 
(if roJeeming love with error and ein. 
Tht: second great trial, which in its uoi- 
vci'rial effect is like to the first, is do- 
Eciiliod in all its details in the prophetio 
Hook of Wisdom. " Let us see then," 
Bay the enemies of Christ, " if hLs 
i\'ords be trae, and let na prove what 
shiiil happen to him, and wc ahall know 
ivliiit Ids end ahiiU be. For if he bo 
truly the tSon of God, he will defend 
him and will deliver him froin tho hands 
of his enemies. Let us examine him hy- 
outrages and tortures, that we may know 
Ilia meekness and try his patience. Let 
us condemn him to a most shameful 
death j for there shall be respect had 
unto him by his words. These things 
they thought, and were deceived, for 
their own malice blinded them. And 
they knew not the secrets of God, nor 
hoped for the wages of justice, nor 
esteemed tho honour of holy souls." — 
(Ch. ii.) 

In these words is presented lo us the 

attempt, devised with less caution than 

fi'rX-cdiiesi^ which goiUesa men under- 

^ovi against the only Saviour a.Ti4Sn«tti 
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of their aonla, and the object of whioh 
appeared to them so deeirable, that by it 
tbey were plunged deeper i&b> their dark 
ignoraace. Amidst load jubilation they 
perpetrated their crime, and not a threat, 
DO revenging lightning from he&vea 
disturbed their secnritj. Still higher 
mounted their mad joj, when they saw 
' :i lliey fe:LrefJ, not only treated 




and tbe world's follies ; who re 
peoance, liumility. and severe m< 
of all those who would follow him 
promised life and liberty, and wh( 
as thej all saw, could not help hi 
All the low ribaldry, and sharpene 
that is poured out by the popula 
not enough for this unhappy robbei 
was necessary that he, too, should i 
in his shafts, for he has his scorn 
at hand. He has, perhaps, reac 
title on the cross, and to it he ad( 
comment, '^ If thou art indeed a 
save thyself and us." 

But he, upon whom inHiomWi/^c 
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illuminate, shall not this lightning bam ? 
Can snch a word be nttered and not 
produce its ftnits 7 Already in the drear 
darkness its light is seen ; in the abyss 
of ignorance it brightens, and the full 
light of self-knowled^ overpowers the 
dark forgetfnlness of God and of self. 
The robber, who had hitherto been last 
laiaery, and baJ f 
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fiilence? What support liast tiiou for 
tliy contempt, for thy foolisb malignity?" 
A lul then to his Redeemer Lo said, 
"" Tjord, remember me, when thou comest 
into thy kiDgdom." 

This event is of too great importance^ 
iiiiil it« derdopnient ia too rapid, not t»i 
(Icziiand Borae indulgeooe for tin tboaghUir^ 
tliiii DiuBt arise on bohoWin^ it. If but 
a moment past, we bad seen a man pro- 
strate in an abyss beneath us, aud we 
now behold hiiu standing bigb above us 
on the mountain's summit, should we not 
ask ourselves, how ami by what power 
he had coine there 1 Has be ascended 
tliitlier by giant strides, or have wings 
borne him u])wards ; or has some invisi- 
ble power transported him in an instant 
fronisogreat adepth toso great a height! 
Or sliall we deem it sufficient to content 
ourselves with wondering at the occur- 
rence, or ratlier, as the same may happen 
t otl e s, not inform ourselves of the way 
aud n eans by which it was effected ? 

In 1 e I ppy man, of whom we have 
b en Sjipjk n;,', were verified the words 
of tl e J oj I et, " They who hope in the 
/o/*/ ilaJl tiko wings like the ca^U." 



--.y ^an we 
w^maiit368ioii in the mass of comm< 
modes of speech ? A man wlio 
ing on a cross will not give utte 
emptj, unmeaning words. Too 
too awful is his doom, too weig 
hand that presses upon his life, 
call forth all the powers of his mii 
to make known every change of tl 
and feeling. The sensual man, si 
as he sees himself doomed to a ho, 
fate, becomes the prey of the w 
passions ; the woridly-minded man c 
his enemies and his destiny, or ai 
like the Stoics of old, or the war-H»i: 
of Soath America. ^^ "■ 



, ^t 
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9 hiB pnnisfament from the cbas-. 
■and of God, — is placed infinitelj' 
hose other sufferera ; in him there 
an element of life which cannot 
]d in a spirit that is estranged 

od. The light of conscience iltu- 
his interior, and he no longer 
his eyes against it; he no longer 

what eternal truth afflrma, nor 

what truth shall eternally deny; 

been delivered from a state of 
liction to God. For this light of 
nee, which comes down from on 
ipon man, and pierces into the 
i of his sool, does it not 
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^But in this separation from God, the 
spiritual-corporeal, twofold essence of 
man, could not again be united. He 
had fallen for ever, as to his soul into 
unholiness, as to his body into corrup- 
tion, had not the creative Logos, the 
Word of God, intervened as Lord and 
Ruler to restore man, and to unite again 
the broken chain. That heavenly reci- 
procation of holy love, which erst ex- 
isted between God and man, was restored 
by the all-powerful voice of the Logos, 
of the word of the Lord and of his law 
to men. Down into the midway of man's 
history, the work of the new creation 
went on advancing to its perfection ; the 
eternal Word revealed himself in human 
nature ; and the new Adam, when by 
the infinite merit of his obedience, he 
atoned for sin, purchased again the 
favour of his Father for mankind. 

But in him, as the Gospel testifies, 
was (creative) life, and the life is the 
light- of men, that true, spiritual light, 
which enlighteneth every man that 
Cometh into this world. This one light, 
which is common to all, \a <s«rQ&cvw^<:fc \ 
and conscience is, ttieTe^at^^ \Jsi^ x^-^^^^^ 
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Uan of ths etemal Logos, of the Wordi 
ivliich has been eternally with God, anaV 
is kiniBetf Goil. This Word was " inad»' 
Hi'hIi sad dwelt amongst as." He, lliera* 
fdi'f, who obeya the voice of conscience 
olitya Christ himself, the etemai Word 
iniiilc flesh. Henoe, the rohber on th« 
cross, afiflE be had hearkened to the itti 
teritir, gpiritual voice of the Logws, found 
hiiii, and knew liini In lili^liuiLinn revela- 
tion. The eternal Word, in the voice 
and light of conscience, is commanding, 
ponvincing, and directing; the etenial 
Word, aa it manifested itself in the 
hiimitn nature of Cliriat, is merciful and 
saving. There is, then, but one "Step 
from a true knowledge of ourselves, to a 
true knowledge of Christ ; and it was 
by this step that the penitent thief as- 
cended so rapidly to !iia great heiglif. 
Tlic Wonderful One, whom he beheld 
suffering with such heavenly meekness 
and ntildness, whose conipanion in suf- 
fering he was, appeared to him now ia 
all the f'plendour of his innocence, in nil 
the glory of exalted dignity; and how 
could he know liini, and not at once 
^o/w Jn him, and invoke him ^ Scaicely 
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had be ottered the kw words of hU self- 
accusation, when ia supplicating prayer, 
lie turned to Jesos, and said, " Lord, 
remember tne, wbeo thou shait come 
into tby kingdom." 

" There are three virtuee," says St. 
Gregory the Great, " that dwelt in the 
hearts of the true believers — Faith, Hope, 
sDd Love. All these three, the thief 




rr' 



lAj uiui ricn and of higl 
but will more willingly speak 
poor man, in whom he may see 
position not to reject his prayei 
fihoold the poor man answer—- 
myself without house and home ; 
lay me down wherever the nigh 
find me ; I live only from day to < 
will the stranger ask or expect 
ance from one who is thus depri 
every resource wherewith to helj 
self? " Who will trust him," sa 
Wise Man, " who hath no nest, ai 
lodgeth wherever the night taket 
as a robber well appointed that 

dereth frnrn /.W,- 1 - * ' '* '• 



— • wUO 



sappliant sought i 
rescued from his impending d 
to be received into an earthly 
lie desired not to be freed 1 
punishment, which he receivec 
humility, acknowledging it to 
just reward. He cast his Tiew 
dark futurity, where the sentenc 
eternal judge awaited him ; whei 
first displays its real terrors, 
that region Jesus is the only an 
his hope. He sees him in his i 
splendour, and acknowledges him 
the king of a kingdom, extendi 
beyond the limits of this world ; 
the full conviM'^ — 



i» » 



the kingdom of heaven, for th* 
promised this to those that are 
spirit, and I have sought to enri 
self by acts of violence and robb' 
dare not pray for the possession 
land, which is called the home 
living, for thou hast promised 
the meek, and I have associated 
with murderers. I dare not as 
the dignity of a child of God, i 
has been awarded to the peace-i 
and I have been the disturb 
enemy of peace. These blessings 
not seek ; there is only one thii 
I will ask. Remember me, O 



rru— i-:~ 
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hatred of thine enemies gave to thee as 
a companion in suffering, and let this 
thought he to me as a ray of hright 
light, that shall pierce nnto me amidst 
the exterior darkness, there to console 
me. 

What mighty steps were these hy 
which the rohher ran in so short a time ! 
He confessed, as Arnold of Camot says, 
his cmcified Redeemer ; he adored him ; 
he feared God ; he repented of his sins ; 
he preached to the impious ; he prayed 
for pardon; he hoped and loved. He 
was enlightened hy faith, conquered hy 
the fear of God, animated hy love, 
inflamed hy zeal for his neighhour's 
salvation, purified hy self-accusation, 
supported hy confidence, and heard in 
his prayer. Already is he received into 
the fisivour of his Redeemer, he is raised 
to a new life, and made to partake of 
the merits of Jesus ; for can we suppose 
that he did not find grace, when grace 
had found him ? Supplication arose, 
and mercy descended. And he who 
said of himself, ^' I was dead and live 
for ever, and have the ke^a qS. ^'^'aiOvx 
and of heliy" spoke now V\V>cv *\\i^'S5a>c5^* 

E 2 
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mercy, aud saiJ, " Ameu I my to thee, 
tliis day tluu sliaJt be with me in Para- 

IIuw cnn wo separata thie oonaoltng 
speech into its parts, and not ileatroy 
its force ? Ami how shall we loam its 
full signifieat Luu without meditating apon 
it, word by word? The hoIineBS and 
inviolable truth of divine lore, which, 
ou its pai't, is evec ready to embiaoe 
mankind, expresses itself in that word, 
" Amen," " Verily, in truth." Divine 
love, as St. liornard aays, hears quickly, 
promises quickly, iuid gives (juicklyi 
and this ia docliired by the word, " To- 
day !" It gives, moreover, infinitely 
more than the burdened, yearning heart 
of man c^u desire, or even imagine ; and 
this it declares, by the words, " Tlion 
shalt be with me in Paradise." If now 
wc consider these distinct expressions 
more closely, wc shall first meet with 
that asseveration of our Loi-d, the divine 
" Amen," We swear, when we wish 
to coiifiriii the truth of our declarations 
or intentions, that we may place them 
tyu tho foundation of unconditional liutli, 
oj- that ire way iui-oke this same Uadv 
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as oar witness. We swear, tberefore, 
by Him, who is the uncreated lire and 
being, and the sonrce of all being. When 
the Scriptore speaks of as oath of the 
Lord, it means no more than the decla- 
ration of the immotable certainty of bis 
promises, expressed in human form. Let 
ne hearken to the Apostle. " Men 
swear by one greater than themselvcB, 




self, *' Ameki, I say to thee, 
thou sfaalt be with me in Para 
What a power of consohil 
mast have been in these word, 
come all suffering ! In the 1 
the farrfeimed abbey of Glairvi 
is made mention of a distingi 
ligious man, named Amulf^ wt 
been rescued by St Bemar< 
luxurious and vicious course, 
himself to a life of exemplary 
voluntary poverty. In his last 
was seized, and to such a deg 
trated, by extreme suffering, it 
for a long time, in all appearai 



treasures of this earth. The joy of 
spirit, which springs from hope, is greater 
than all the joys of this world." In 
like manner was the penitent thief on 
the cross consoled : his doom had no 
longer anything dreadful in it, and he 
would not have exchanged it for any 
happiness that this world could have 
bestowed. Was he not at this moment 
ivied tliaa all tboa 




witli thee ID denth, tba.D without thai 
III the fulleat enjoyment of life 1 Buti 
more Ultimate ia tiie need tliat binds tha 
living CbriBtian to bin Bedeemer. No 
joy can content him, no pleasure ■ 
liilight, aa soon as be feels himself 
.'^eixi rated from JesiiB, and flbandoeed 
by bim ; so neither can aught on earth 
di.^tiirb his inward peace, a,a long aa hs 
feela that he belonga to hia Jeana, an4 
pusaesBCB him. What evil can befall ui^ 
:!isks St. Auguatin, ao long aa Jeaua it 
with us, and how can it )« well with us 
without himf Was not the tbief on 
the cross, therefore, sufficiently blessed, 
when be waa told that he should be 
with Jesus? Still it was said to him 
in precise terms, " To-day thou shall be 
with me in Paradise." 

To that place into which our Re- 
deemer entered at the moment of liia 
departure from this life, be took with 
him this favoured penitent, the first- 
bom of hia sufferings, the firat of those 
who had been purchased by hia redeem- 
ing merit. How wonderful, bow in- 
comparable was the lot of this man ! 
Manjr Just men had entered into that 
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place, in ages gone by, there to await 
their Sariour and their deliverer. Dis- 
maa came thitber with him, his com- 
panion and his gnide, the first fruits, 
and the first evidence of redemption. 
Simeon, and Joseph, and John tbe Bap- 
tist, than whom there bad not been a 
greater amongst those bom of women, 
had to expect bis approach ; Disraas, on 
the contrary, the iaat of all tlioi 




..^»iu^. — ^1 Aim. 1. 15, 16 
St. Paul could say of himsi 
profound humility, when he 
mind the blind and furious : 
which he had persecuted the i 
infant Church of Jesus, may b 
in a peculiar manner to the 
thief, who, from a great sin 
changed so rapidly into a frien 
ciple, and a defender of his Lore 
he was a man made wonderfu 
destiny ; for, like no other, he w] 
between the old and new tin 
partook of the blessing of redem 
the moment in which that gre 

WJI.S f^fPaM r%A . I- - 
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irell how to make himself master of it. 
And thaa he is an evidence of the grace 
of Christ, worthy of imitation in every 
age. For he found mercy, that Jesus 
might ehoiv the eicese of his love in 
him, for the instruction of all those who 
should believe in him." 

It may, perhaps, seem to some straDge, 
that such a man should be held up to us 
as a model. In St. Paul, we might find 
no objection; but shall a highway robber 
be an example to those, who have never 
been guilty of such crimes ? It is 
oarnited of a celebrated anchorite of 
antiquity, the abbot Moses, that this 
great man, who was of Etbiopio birth 
and colour, and had been a chieftain 
of robbers, became an example of salva- 
tion to many of his former companions ; 
for they said. If this powerful man, to 
whom no undertaking appeared too great, 
aow feare God so much, that no penance 
appears to him too severe, why should 
we longer delay to follow hira s Here, 
again, was a converted robber a model 
for hie equals ; but could he be an 
example also to those, who hsA TwoaMVi.^ 
in the way of peacQ and gooi ot4.«\ 
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All 1 ae soon as we ask ourselves 
qiiostioD, we are delailed by oiii pbait 
saieal thoagbU, for we give oureelvct 
the praise tbat we are not robbers, that 
we nre better than tbe rest of men. How 
many of those who were gathered aroncd 
tlie cross, considered themselree wortlijr 
of iiraJBo, jnst and holy ; but the dejj| 
pised robber was raised fiigh above many 
of these self-justifying men. Tbe high- 
priestly prayer, — Fatlier, forgive them — 
was offered for all, but to only one w.is 
atldresscd tbe word, " Amen, I say to 
thee, thia day shalt thou be with tne in 
Paradise." 

And here it m;iy be well for ua to 
ponder, "Christ died for all, that they 
a.so who live may now not live to them- 
selves, but to liim who died for tbeni." — 
(2 Cor. V.) He offered his redeeming 
sacrifice for all ; but is each one therefore 
certain of bis salvation ? Does every one 
hear those words, " Amen, I say to 
theef" We are all capable of redemp- 
tion, for we are all members of the 
human race, and consequently liave part 
iti Christ; but to apply this personally 
io oursctvcB, we must obey tVtn, -wa 
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must live for him, who died for na, and 
rose agwii. But may we take for our 
model him, who waH thna suddenly sanc- 
tified that we may live in carelessneSB 
of our Balvation, deferring oat conver- 
sion to our last hour, that when we have 
come near to death, we may look to 
our Saviour, and bo moved to sincere 
repentance, hoping thoi 
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not," exclEiiina the prophel, "any not 
llif Lord hath forBaken me, the Lord 
Initli forgotten me. Can a mother forget 
her infant, bo as not to haye pity on tbft ■ 
sriii of her womb ? And if ehe ahonli U 
Turret, yet will 1 not forget thee. Be^ I 
liiiM I ikve grarea thee ia my haada.^ 
{1.-I. xlix. 14, 15.) Let lu then cry «f|| 
witli confidence to him, Remember me, 

Lord, fur I am in iioed uf liolp, re- 
member me, O Lord, in thy goodness. 

1 liave done so little good, and so much 
evil ; but remember inc, Lord, in thy 
mercy. I think so little of tliee, and 
walk ao little in tliy presence ; hut re- 
member not my foolishness, and cast me 
not away from thy face. When I am 
assailed by temptation, and in danger of 
being fwthless to thee, remember me, O 
Lord, and strengthen my will. "Wlien 
the world shall vanish from my sight, 
when my limbu shall grow cold, and 
when that great moment shall have 
come, in which my eternal doom shall 
be ilccided, O, then remember me, Lord 
of truth and of life, and say to my soul, 
"This day tli-m shalt bo with me in 

I'ariidise." Amen. 
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hold thy Son. — Behold thy Mother *' 
(St. John xix. 26, 27.) 

eyer there were upon this earth a 
3p]ete with benedictions, — in which 
was not one void, indifferent, in- 
leant moment — it was that life, 
is the light of men, the life of 
sdeemer. Every moment of that 
3 a wonderful event ; every event, 
3ression of a will the most holy, 
levolence unbounded. TT— - 



^ ©"'^-j was ine n 

veiled and concealed ; and tha 
wonderful of all his works 
performed, when he had beei 
into the deepest abyss of his 
and apparent helplessness. 

Thus expresses himself in 
the holy Augustin : — " Christ, 
the cross, exposed naked to s 
sailed by the derision of rude 
able, nevertheless, to change U 
feelings of the thief, that in e^ 
his divine power might be made 
Can a proof be required gres 
this change, at such a time, ai 
such circumstanooQ ? a-j - • 



_. aiiiai affection, t 
opened to the dying robber t 
dom of heaven. It was, indeet 
of the divine mercy which gave 
to the robber; but more beauti 
the love by which the motht 
honoured by her son." 

The more closely we compare to, 
these two eircnmstances, which oo< 
in the last moments of the life o 
Lord upon earth, the more clearly 
we discern the contrast between i 
To the stranger, to the malefactc 
one of the last amongst men, our 

ieemer spoke those words of eom"^^- 

' To-day shaJt *^- 



n 
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cciiae. WoolJ it not have been more 
wi'irajme to her also tfl bave lieanl those 
wonie, " To-<ltiy tliou slialt be with 
irie in Paradise ?" To-Jiiy thou slial^ 
meet me again in the kingdom of light (l 
Tiiat word, " BehoW thy eon," whii 
cuntains the laat will of our Bedeeia 
to hia mother, was to her that ] 
tratiiig sword, wliich piemed her boqI^I 
Ilia word to hia apoatlo, " Behold t" 
mother," was for ns a source or 
consolation. We sha)l comprehend tl 
more fally, if we ponder awhile, 
Mary recolvod iimi fi:liillcd Ihis. last will 
of her Hon and Lord, and how we ought 
to receive and understand the other part 
of hia command, " Behold thy mother." 

As that friendly star which announces 
the coming morning, fades away when 
the sun has risen, to appear ap;ain above 
the horizon as the bright star of evening, 
when the sun shall ineline towards the 
west so do we see the Bless i V rgin 
si ng as tl e br ght I gl t in the k ng- 
do n of G d in 1 tl e t n e when Je=iia 
went fort] from lie olscur ty of lis 
J'vutlf i^ca.rb tlen d ■we\ie\\\\iw 



WORD THE THIRD. 67 

fediog £rom our sight when he arose in 
his full majesty, and finally appearing 
once more in her mild light, when he 
sank into the dark and sorrowful night 
of his sufferings. How great and won- 
derful do not her life and actions appear, 
when we consider her position and her 
occupations during that series of years 
which intervened between the incarna- 
tion of the Diyine Word and the mis- 
sion of the Baptist ! In her, the chosen 
one, was seen the miracle of a new 
creation. This pure lily of the human 
race was mother of the Holy One, who, 
like the first Adam, had no earthly 
&ther, but who was still a son of man. 
She became the gate of heaven, by which 
the Prince of Peace, the regenerator of 
mankind, the new and heavenly Adam, 
entered into this world. Him, in whom 
all generations and people had hoped ; 
Him, in whose advent and merit the 
being and salvation of our first parents 
were grounded ; Him, who was the life 
and light of men, she bore in her arms, 
and nurtured with a mother's love. Con- 
fided to her, he lived the yeact^ <ii \v^^ 
youth under her guaTd\a.Ti^\^ ^^^ ^^ 

F 2 
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hi'i' BDciety until hia thirtieth year. 
;iluiie, amougst mortals, up to this peril 
had pondered silently in her heart, < 
lUv miracle of his incarnation, on h, 
ivonderful mission and exaltal dignifjl 
Slie it wne, who, at the nmrriage Imnqiul 
ai Cana, mored by tender compaKiom 
invoked, and, aa it were, revealed hi^ 
heavenly power — a power which ha/M 
hitherto been concealed from the eyes ^ 

But Tith what intensity mnat tbi 
mother have loved her son, n ' 
her only son, and her sun by so extra- 
ordinary, supernatural means; her son, 
who was also her Lord and her God ? 
"Who shall find the measure of a love, 
which was at once maternal aftection 
and adoration ? The love of her son for 
hor is also beyond the limits of our esti- 
mation. For if we consider liim accord- 
ing to that title by which he designated 
himself during his mission, — as the Son 
of Man — how could this essentially 
human virtue be wanting in him, who is 
the model of all ? If we consider liim 
in hia uncreated essence, — as the Son of 
Ood, — we see that he was t\ic ftV:Mi«il 
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love ! And if he excluded Dot from his 
love the rudest, the most perverted of 
men, — ^men buried in the deepest primes ; 
if he called all men unto himself and 
sacrificed himself for all, how dear must 
have been to him that spotless, exalted, 
yet humble one, who only lived for him, 
and who, although raised to the highest 
dignity to which a created being could 
attain, gloried in no other name than the 
Handmaid of the Lord ! 

But that raptureful time, in which it 
was given to her to dwell in the splen- 
dour of his countenance, and to serve 
him with sweet anxiety, must come to 
an end. He entered upon the wide 
scene of the world to fulfil the great 
work of his mission ; he now turned the 
fulness of his love upon his disciples, 
who knew so little his high dignity, and 
understood it less — ^yes, it would seem 
that he gave to them the preference 
before his holy mother. For more than 
three long years, she enjoyed but rarely 
the pleasure of seeing or of hearing him, 
and when once, accompanied by some of 
her relatives, she approached Yivm^ Va 
Biretched forth hia hands o\et \ia«. w^^v 



7^ 
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LIl'!), and said, " Behold my mother attd' 
my brethren." Was this indifference at ' 
)ie;rleoi on his part? Or was it viewed,' 
as each by hor ? It was neither the oilt j 
nor the other. For iie was not bom intt 
tliis wmM to be ooly a son of his moth^ 
and to belong only to her; be entenU 
into thia world as the JQHt and pure on^ 
and consequently as tlio son of a virjrin, 
to perfect the merit of that obedience 
upon which his work of redemption was 

. founded, and to prove himself the spiri- 
tual founder of the human race, who had 
been promised from the beginning. As 
often, therefore, as he was about the 
business of his divine mission, the salva- 
tion of mankind, all other relations, that 
were formed only by domestic ties, were 
made to give way. And had this re- 
tiring from liis mother been considered 
by her as neglect, how would she have 
been tlie creature so faithful to God, the 
spiritually exalted one, the glory and 
the queen of patriarchs ? She knew, 
and knew well, for what end he had 
come, when he became her son ; and, 

/labituateil ever to sacrifice herself to the 
djviiic will, slio boro \icr 'g&HA\A icavccA 
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lorth again wi 
.«v«a splendour in the twilight 
ling, even so, when the sun of justi* 
of truth was in its decline, when i 
last hours of the sorrows of her sor. 
celestial glory was darkly and mor* 
dy dimmed, the spiritual strength 
beauty of the Holy Virgin shone 
I as with new light amidst the 
a. Would another mother hare 
'ned in secret, concealed in solitude, 
b multitudes of men lauded and 
red her son as the Wise, the Bene- 
the Omnipotent, and then have 
brward, when he was covered with 
and treated as » •-• ' ' 



And WHO utTUAc^Tu «»^ . 
ler the bitter command ? The impulse 
3f grace, which alone guided her will, 
the power of love, which ruled her heart. 
When that decisive time, which he waa 
wont to call his hour, had come, she 
went to her son at Bethania. There 
she sat during these last days, wrapt in 
silent grief with Magdalen * and Martb 

* Our author has here followed the syBtem o 
those who teach that Mary, the sister of Martha 
is identical with Mary Magdalen. Much learn 
ing and much time have l^n expended on thi 
question without bringing it to an istne. Son 
writers have maintained that Mary the Simwi 
Mary Magdalen, and Mary the Sister of Martb 

~*"*»-«'e fhnt ther ai 
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at her feet ; and thither came, in breath- 
leea haste, the Apostle John, to tell what 
things had already been done to his 
beloTed Lord. What she had long fore- 
eeen, and had oftentimes pondered in her 
heart, had now been broDght to the 
Btem reality. That sword, of which 
she had known that it should pierce her 
sool, was now drawn, and threatened 
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turn away lier oyes, Ibat alie might not 
liKjk upon her dying eon ? (Gen. xxi. 1 6.) 
To such a puBillaoimoas grief, tLis holju 
iiiuther was a stranger. Hastily hIm 
entered, acRompanied by John and tbd 
huly women, open her sorrowful wa,yj 
she ran into the oily ; she rushed through 
crowds «f tnmDltDotiH men, and passed 
nUjng the road, which wiis already sLiinod 
by tlie blood of her son ; she saw him 
sinking beneath the cross, and her eyes 
met his ; she lieard the shouts of the 
heartless multitudes ; she heard the 
strokes of the hammer that fastened him 
to the tree of the cross ; she forced her- 
self nearer and nearer, even within the 
cii'cle formed by the Roman guard ; one 
step more, and she stood beneath the 
cross on which her Son suffered torments 
that shall never be told, and which could 
bo fully seen only by her mother-eye. 

Now is consummated all tliat he had 
frequently said to her of the end of his 
course, in passing, and often enigmatical 
words — all that she had constantly feare<l 
in her heart, and which, as she so well 
and so bitterly knew the hatred of hell 
and the perversity of l\\6 wotXA, aVcVaA. 
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Been rising, as dark clouds, before her. 
Now in the deoeitfnlness of the world's 
yision, iniquity and lies had achieved a 
victory ; the most ruthless populace cele- 
brates its triumph ; the wicked have 
cast down the Holy and True One, 
whose words and actions had thrown too 
strong a light upon their crimes. They^ 
who had long stifled conscience within 
them, exulted now over the downfall of 
him whom they feared, of him who had 
promised to raise the dead to life, before 
whose denunciations they had trembled, 
without recognizing in him the source of 
conscience, the eternal Word. Those 
eyes, the glance of which they had not 
been able to bear, are now darkened and 
half-closed ; that fisu;e, upon which divine 
dignity reposed, is shamefully disfigured 
and deformed by blows; those hands, 
which scattered health and benediction ; 
those feet, which hod walked upon the 
waves of the sea, are cruelly pierced and 
futened to a cross, fie, before whom 
the multitudes jubilated, and whom they 
saluted as the great prophet and king, is 
now trodden as a worm into the duat^;\s\*i. 
has become the deiisvou ol V)aa qxq;^^ 
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vir^u mother looked 
ler heart waa melted 
she cast herself down 
the earth, lajnenting 
;r augaish 7 Did >he 
and fill with her aiei 
', Was her hith dried 
ifidence waver, or did 
I like phaDtom forms 
Pax from us be anT 
^grading to her high 
,'e all women of t£e 
we are to look for 
reaknesa, of apiritnal 
isibility ii ' 




WORD THS THIRD. 77 

denoe, and her erect toil kept bcr body 
alao nueed up. She tamed not away 
hereyw to spare their pain; with un- 
mored look she gaied upon her son — 
and itood. The mde laanting of the 
Gentil* soldiery, the derision of the maU 
titude, the h^tlees oontempt of the 
enemies of her son, raged ronnd her like 
tli6 howl of tbe whiriwinJ, like the eiy 
* ft wild beaat, but alie h 




and more fully than she c( 
thought. And now when th 
come, wherein he is to drii 
dregs the chalice of human 
weakness, will he not listen to 
prayer which ascends to him 
heart? Will he, as if heedle 
presence, consummate his saci 
leave this life without saying 
last farewell ? He is the Son 
the son of the virgin, who ol 
sacrifice, and is it possible that 1 
think not of his mother ? No. ] 
to her his eyes, his couutenai 
more shines upon her, as the r 
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mother." He ^yes to ber his virgin 
disciple as her adopted son, her com- 
panion and protector, to whom she must 
henceforth devote her maternal love; 
he rejoices his disciple with a legacy 
which honours and consoles him. Sweet 
as the joy which these words must have 
excited in the disciple, the grief must 
have heen bitter which they created in 
the heart of the childless mother. Could 
the disciple replace the loss of the son, 
with whose dignity the created universe 
was in comparison nothing? Was it 
possible that anything on earth could 
now temper her grie^ comfort her, or 
awaken her attention ? 

In ancient history, there is recorded 
a memorable example of the vicissitudes 
of human grandeur, in the person of the 
Egyptian King Psammenitus, who was 
vanquished and made prisoner by the 
n^ighty Cambyses. That he might feel 
his misery with twofold intensity, he 
was made to behold his daughter, who 
was compelled, like a slave, to labour in 
drawing water from a fountain. Even 
the haughty Persians, who formed the 
retinue of the con<]^\\exoT, coxjX^ ^'^'^ ^'^- 
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strain tfaeir tetirs at tLis sad sight ; btUr 
the captive king displayed no FeeliMU 
Ills son was then broaght hefore H" 
eyes. Upon the neck of the youi 
prince, an iron ring, the badge of elaTst^ 
ho'l been riveted. Still the Icing ah«l 
not a tear. Lastly, there passed by 
of the servants of his oourl, whom 
king had, in the days "f hia splendonr,' 
honoured with especial corlideiu* ; when 
he saw this man, bending now under 
the weight of poverty and woe, he 
began loudly to weep. " Why do thy 
tears now flow?" the by-standera asked; 
" thou hast before looked with dry eyea 
upon that which should have been more 
painful to thee," Hia answer was in- 
telligible : " The woes," he said, " which 
have fallen upon me and tny family, are 
BO cruel, that my heart has stiffened 
under them ; but for the sufferings of 
others, who have shared my fate, some 
degree of sensibility still remains." 

Something like this, but of a higher 
order, may be seen in the course of 
events which marked the life of the 
Blessed Virgin. The anguish of soul, 
caased by (lie sight of \ict "pcvsewiSai, 
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expiring son, was too intense to be 
alleviated by any expression of lamenta- 
tion: but in the sufferings of his dis- 
ciples and friends, there remained still 
within her heart room for participation 
and sympathy. The time, which her 
son had foretold, ^'A little while and. 
you shall not see me ; the shepherd shall 
be struck, and the sheep shall be scat- 
tered," this time of severe probation had 
come ; the light of the world seemed to 
have been for ever extinguished ; the 
night of doubt and of hopelessness had 
darkened over the souls of all who looked 
for the Kingdom of God. The scattered, 
abandoned, and terrified apostles, whose 
whole life and thoughts had been centred 
in Jesus, so that now, separated from 
him, they were as vines without sup- 
port, trailed upon the earth — these scat- 
tered sheep found in Mary a shepherdess, 
a mother, and a friend, around whom 
they again assembled, and in whose holy 
society they cheered themselves again 
into hope — into a hope which was soon 
crowned with joy. 

It would seem, indeed, as \£ tVv^ ^orc^^ 
of our Lord to his IklotYi^t^ «vA Vi ^^'^^ 

o 
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Joliu — "BeLoIil thy t^on — behold tbn 
.Mother " — were epoken exclusively (d 
St. John. These words were cert^mlM 
aJdrosaed in particular to him, beoau^H 
lie W3,a the onl^ one amougBt tlie Apoatle^f 
to whom tne love gave courage to stwifl 
by the cross of his dying Lord, and ,ti9 
accompany the sulfering mother to tliiM 
Hcetie of woe. Again, John waa chosen" 
to tliia awect anil liiiili duty of acting 
towards her as a son, of being her 
guardian and companion, because he, 
amongst all, waa the more proper thereto 
by the lovelinesa of his cliildlike soul, 
by the dignity of his virginal purity. 
But we cannot say that the other dis- 
ciples were excluded from the right of 
calling her their mother ; or rather, wo 
muat say, that all, without exception, 
weremade partakers of her maternal love. 
The history of the Apostles proves this 
too well to allow us to doubt. In the 
midst of the Apostles was Mary when 
the intelligence of the resurrection of 
her sou filled the hearts of all with joy. 
lu the midst of the Apostles was she 
found, when after his second departure 
they ivejB assembled m -vta^et, imi 



, ..-u^ iioej knew, was then 
) their Lord and Mediator, at th 
and of his Father. Her words \ 
er prayers protected, her joys 
)rted, the infant Church. Thu 
3mained with the Apostles until 
)parated to bear the Gospel tc 
itions of the world ; and even the 
ten as they might, seyeral of \ 

'.unied to her, as children to a rer 

ther. 

In truth, that was a happy o 

aity, in the midst of which ^ 
d; it was, indeed, a time to 
ed, when it was given to ♦^'* ' 

ft kiss ♦1^'* ' 
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duas Mary ever atand lielween LJm and 
us, more glorious tlian before, in the 
* Hlilendoar of her celCBtial glory. And aa 

bIic could not, and cannot, cease to be 
tbe Mother of Jesua, so ehall ahe ever 

I , continue to be the mother of men. Shall 

ehe erer forget that hour id vhioli, for 

) our salvation, ahe gars birth to our 

Redeemer, or those years during whicii, 

' for our H-clfiirc, alio ministered to him, 

as a handmaid, when ahe took so great 
a part in all bis sufferings, and, finally, 
endured tbe death- like p^ing of ecpara.- 

i tion ? Would her beloved Son, who by 

so many titles belonged to her, be sepa- 
rated from her so violently and so pain- 
fully, only that men might form a living 
union with him ? 

A remarkable event has been handed 
down to us from German antiquity, by 
Cesar Von Ileistcrbach, a man worthy 
of credit, who lived in the tbirteenth 
century. A noble lady, who dwelt in a 
castle, in the tei-ritory of Triers, sent 
her daughter, a child of three years of 
ago, into a village for change of air, 
Tlie ^irl was one djy playing, unobserved 

^^^-^m^ io II, meadow, when a woU WiAttum 



. MUttoqoned all hop( 
joreiiog the little victim. The mot 
len the melancholy intelligence ^ 
aveyed to her, became pale and s 
th anguish, so that life seemed 
ve departed. She recoyered, after 
16, and exclaimed, with a piercii. 
Ice, " It cannot be ! The wolf ha 
doYonred my child 1 " Instead o 
ig into the wood to collect the re- 
OS of her child, which by this time 
it have been rescued from the cruel 
, she went immediately into the 
ry, where she was accustomed daily 
i, and in which there waa a f!^-/- 
le holy Virf"" ' ' ' 




It 
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olita.ineat for me my (laugbter !" It hajuj 
pened tliat tlie peu[ile, wliu tmveresa 



1 peojile 
i laieet in every direction, found the 
child beneath Gome low underwtiod, who 
seeing them, ran to tliem and suid, " Tho 
Grea,ture haia bitten me ! " and showed 
the niarks of its teeth on her neck. The 
enmptiireii mother bad hardly oonrinoed 
herself of licr happiness, when sLo 
hastened back to her oratory, and re- 
storing the infant to the arms of the 
boJy Virgin, said, " I restore to tbee, 
Blessed Virgin, thy Son, because through 
thee I have received my daughter." 

Strange as may have been this con- 
duct, which cftn be justified only as it 
sprung from ihe simplicity of a pure 
living faith, there are in it circumstances 
which admit of close application. The 
loss which the Blessed Virgin sustained, 
and the gain which arose therefrom to 
us, are most intimately connected, Mary 
was to lose her Son, that the children of 
Eve might be freed from the taw of 
death; she must share the pain of 
abandonment which her Son endured ; 
e/ie tnaat be the witness of the pangs of 
t/je death which he suffeTed, lo ea.ie Mi 
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from perdition, and bom the ohastiae- 
ment doe to our ciimei. And as ihe, 
in tlie strength of obedience, took so inti- 
nute a part in all the Bufferings of her 
Son, so did she, in obedience to the will 
of ^e Etemal Father, offer her Son for 
the redemption of the world, and unite 
her Baorifice with hia. How, above all 
words, was her anguish bitter, when she 
herself separated so cruelly from 




tlidi new Ere, became tlie mother of ineii 
in a new order, in the kingdom of gra 
And in frliat an exalted and perfea 
iiianaer ! 

Tliere is a 
thp heart of i 
youth to grey old age is our CDnfitaii|| 
companion. It xenews itaelf in the stiBJ 
ness of night ; it ia ae strongly a 
deeply implanted in the heart of the 
rough warrior, aa in tlie heart of the 
moat tender maiden. The heart in 
which it ia not, must be like the heart 
of tbe aavage hyiena. And this ia the 
remembrance of a loving and aiTcctionate 
mother. For when we look hack, with 
all the power of our memory, into the 
earliest acenes of life, what do we meet 1 
There, where our consciousness scarce 
rises above the chaos of a life of dreama, 
we find ourselves in the arms of a 
mother. Our first glance of feeling was 
reflected in her eyes. At the side of 
our conch slie sat with tender care, to 
watch our slumbers, or to soothe our 
pain. Guided by he> handa, we took 
oar Srsl step. In our happiness she 
exulted, aad if an evil overtowV. \\s,\\e^ 



.^ .W..M nurus ot sweet, caln 
atation ! How deeply, therefore, dc 
feel the admonition of the Wise Man, 
'orgct not the sic^hs of thy mother." 
?cl. vii. 27.) IIow true is his de- 
-ation, ^' He that honoureth his 
.her, is as one that lajeth up a trea- 
»." (iii. 5.) For who shall measure 

lo^e that dwelleth in a mothers 
% who shall define the gratitude to 

$h it obliges us ? 

nd yet our mother could give us no 

> than this mortal life, full of dis- 
sin, and pain. She may hare 

shed and matured the germs of 
and moralitv wUi»i« — » • 
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liedeemer gave to us, vrhen from hitffl 
cru.^ij he spoke those words, " BehoUFl 
til y mother." The sorrows of this raotherl 
and her panga we shoultl nerer forget^'] 
for the pains which she shared widi j 
Jesus conduced to oar epiritual birtkj 
The btbers of the Charoh allude, whskl 
irpeaking of this subject, to Raahel, dM^ 
sjiouae of Jacol). whose firet-bom son, 
Joseph, named the Nazareen amongst 
hia brethren, was offered as a sacrifice 
to the envy of these his brothers, and 
thereby beoime, by a special providence, 
their ruler and their saviour. Her second 
son, to wliom she gave life amidst tije 
travails of death, was named by another 
name, — hn was called Benoni, the son of 
sorrows. So is the firstborn of Mary, 
the Nazareen, the Holy, the Wonderful, 
the firstborn of the dead, the great 
Saviour of the human race, to whom 
she, as being above the sin and doom of 
Eve, gave birth without pain. But she 
had another son, according t« the order 
of spiritual birth, who was given to her 
upon Calvary, and this son was to her a 
sou of pain and sorrow. Her &.vour and 
ier care, therefore, ute exletiJ^A Vq a\\ 



-^ IX ne resist 
outiiuice of light into his soul, 
excluded from salvation ? 

Thus the word of our blessc< 
"Behold thy mother," is sacrec 
whose hearts have not been mat 
by indifference. She, the chosen 
all generations and peoples, the ^ 
the orient, the restorer of salva 
behold, she is thy mother. The 
and the most exalted of all crea 
tne flower and ornament of the h 
race, the wonderful one, in whon 
mystery of a new creation was eff( 
by which heaven and earth were u 
— she is thy mother. '''*'- 



J 'ft/r 
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alluring, etill looks down upon tlie v 
iloriug aiuDer, oftcDtimea as tho i 
r.iy of light omidat the uniTersal glc 
It ia efae wbo awakone Binners ; she I8 
tlie friend of the innocent, the instructreeB 
(if youth, the comforter of the suffering, 
<liQ hope of the dying j she ia the mer- 
ciful mother of all men, for she ia the 
niollier of the Mim-Go,!.— O Moflwr of 
men. wc all cry to thco, exiled children 
of Kve, from tliia vale of tears ! Turn, 
O heavenly advocate, turn to us thine 
eyes ; protect us in thy love, speak for 
our souls. Behold thy Mother. Ame^, 



1)3 
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** My Gody my God^ why hast thou for^ 
taken me?** — (St. Matt, xxvii. 46.) 

Threefold is the position which 
every man occupies in this earthly life, 
and threefold, consequently, the rela- 
tions hy which we are hound to this 
life. In our corporeal life every one of 
us comes forth, as an individual, liko 
the hraoch or leaf of some great tree. 
But man is not a mere individual of his 
race, like unto plants or animals ; he is, 
moreover, a spiritual being, perfect in 
himself, a free, self-determining per- 
sonality. Finally, each one comes into 
existence as the member of a family to 
which he peculiarly belongs. As an 
individual, springing from human nature, 
each one necessarily bears his part in 
the destiny, in the weal and woo of IUq 
whole body; and there sVxaXL \tfss^^\i^ 
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fuNud ooe amongst niortab, whom a 
biijlier position will entitle to aa exemp- 
tiou from thla doom, Aa a epiritual 
biiing or pcraon, every one haa to ac- 
knowledge by his thoughts aJid by liia 
will B, BUpreme Ruler and Lord : there 
art! imposed upon liim sacred dutie%_ 
which ui tdatioa to God aiMl to bhU 
dtcrees : he ha^a to decide between right ' 
and wroii^', a.iid is re^iinTisihlc fur his 
choice- Each one betonga to a family, 
aud here, these twu classes of relatiooa 
are so clotjely united, that from them 
proceed the duties of love and reverence, 
which are extended to the greater family 
of civil society. 

To this threefold position of man, 
correspond tlie first three words of our 
Saviour on the cross, by whicji he con- 
cluded bia testament which was com- 
menced at his last supper. He con- 
templated fii'St the universal destiny of 
niau, which includes every member of 
the human race, namely, original sin 
and its consequences, — the turning away 
fio'.ii God, the interior conflict between 
tlic /lowers of body and of sou), error 
a«(/ i^uurunce, which bring w\\.\i \,\ie\a. 



^«^ uiinseif the woe 
guilty, oflTer for the human ra 
)rayer, " Father, forgive them, f 
:now not what they do." Fk 
>0(ly, he then turned himself tc 
iduals ; from the human race, of 
le is the spiritual life, to the fir£ 
'ho, at the moment when he was 
\g himself in sacrifice, turned to 
ith all the power of his will, and 
ued him to be his Ruler and his L 
lo commended himself to his g: 
1 surrendered himself to his love. 
1, our Lord solemnly declared, " 
' thou shalt be with me in Parad 
. as Son of M**** 



spread itself in tbe hour of noc 
Jerusalem and the entire land, 
was not until this darkness had 
away, that our Saviour again ra 
voice, and said, "My God, m^ 
why hast thou forsaken me ? " 

As the lightning flashes throi 
dark night of clouds, enlightei 
around for a moment, but only U 
the frightful precipice, and the 
to give place to darkness, so was 
this cry of anguish of the great 
on the cross, which seemed calcu 
raise tormenting doubts in on: 
and to veil with deeper darki 
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divine nature ? Has he not jast 
Mud to the robber at bia aide, " To 
tbon shalt be Tith me in Paradiee ?" 
now he dedarea bimaelf to be alone 
forsaken by God. Can we aee in 
anght but the supreme weakness ol 
creature, haman impotenoe oarrie' 
its extreme^ But eyeu in thia oi 
higher poifer 13 iua,de mauifest, foi 
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tiiiiy pine away in all tlte liorrors of 
gniUual death. ; or should he he oaat 
u|iou A desolate reck, there to be left 
alone on its barrennese, te his Ead deem, 
the terrors tha^t are arrayed against him 
nil) exhibit themselves in their full force 
(inly by degreeB. For us long as then 
ire men around htm, he may atill hop6i| 
fjr jity he may btill hcpe to move 
thi.ni by hi'j Iiir Vs 1 i >, e\eii js he 
°ces them m the di'-tuiiCL, an 1 as !oii^ is 
be can deatry the tails of iheir parting 
vessel he may essay whether his loice 
may yet leath them and induce them 
to return But wl en he hae lost them 
from his Bigl t then at length does hi, 
hegin to ful the full wei|,ht of the 
misery that ha^ come upon him The 
sad lerlttinty that he is fur«dken hy all 
bleaks dunn hti soul lie ponders in 
silence over his fate and then bursts 
into a niadne-s of despair But Ins 
lamentations fall upon tin \acant air, 
and are iiiowered by nouglit, sa^e by 
the scieichiOf, of the bir 1 oi prey or h\ 
the echoes of the rocks. But for an 
instant hope glows again within his 
breast — iie slill \ives, ani smccums mi.-j 
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still arrive :— many Lave been miracu- 
lously delivered from as great peril as 
his ! In the mean time pitiless storms 
and tempests rage around him ; hunger 
penetrates through his bones; frightful 
phantoms drive sleep from him, and 
death comes slowly, slowly upon him, 
and no friendly help, not the most dis- 
tant hope of it, appears. SJiall he then 
yield to the frightful temptation, shall 
he surrender himself to despair ? If he 
has not yet thrown off all thoughts of 
God, the best of all consolations is still 
in store for him. The omnipresence of 
Him, who is £a.ithful and true, who 
watches with an eye of love over his 
creatures, may still confirm his spirit. 
« Behold," says the Wise Man, " and 
know ye, that no one hath hoped in the 
Lord, and hath been confounded. For 
who hath continued in his command- 
ment and hath been forsaken ? and who 
hath called upQp him and' he despised 
him ?" (Ecclus. ii. 11, 12.) We may 
then ask, how it hath c6me to pass, that 
so many men^ the number of whom 
cannot be told, have been. a^i^QN^^^xi.^ 

H 2 
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■ hy the 

otitpra have been Jestroyed by deyonring 
fiaitieB, by famine, by peBti!eD(«, and by 
irar, irbo neverthele^ hoped in God, 
wlio called upon him for help, and who 
obHetred bis commandmeats ? To all 
thi.H we most aniwer, that despite these 
events, wb;j;h seem to comhit nciiinst 
tlic providciicu of Gud, tiis: dwl.iwtiijug 
of the Scripture and of faitb are to be 
received aa i neon testable truths. For in 
whatever state the truly devoted servant 
of Gud may find himself, it will ever be 
true of him wliat was said by the fnend 
of Job, " Blessed is the man whom God 
corrocteth : retnae not therefore the 
chaatiaing of Ibe Lord. For he woundeth 
and ciireth : he striketh, nnJ his bands 
shall heal. Id six troubles be sbail 



, and i 



the 



shall not toueli thee. lu fuiiiiue, Lo 
shall deliver thee from, death ; and in 
battle, from the hand of the sworil. 
Thou shalt go down into the grave in a 
r}pB old age, aa a heap of wheat is 
brought in its seaaon." (Job v. 17 — 26.) 



vv«r mm { If after 
troubles, a seveDth has conic upon 
and struck him ; when, after a long 
painful illness, death, which to nia 
always repulsive and violent, shouh 
length arrive, the Christian will h 
upon it as a doom to which ev> 
member of the human race is subjects 
und even this seventh and last of hum 
lonUes shall not bring evil upon hi 
f his spiritual life be confirmed in Chri, 
f be shall be of that happy number 
rhom it shall be said, ^^ Separate tl 
heat from the cockle, and gather 
ito my bam." The servant of Go( 
erefore. whA*l'<»* ' — 
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"TliatOoiI never forsakes mun, uatil 

l.s first forsaken by him."* 

But in other tones eeem to eoand the 
laments of our Saviour, as tbey are re- 
corded in the prophetical Psalm, " O 
<!od, ray OwJ, why hast thou forsakea 
me! Far from ray eatvatioa are tkoj 
words of my sins, O my God ; I shaBJ^ 
cry hy day, and thou will not liear ; and 
by ni^ht, and it sluiU nut be rofmtcd aa 
folly ill me. Tribulation is very near, 
and there is no one to help mc. I have 
come into the ilepth of the eea, and the 
tempest hath overwhelmetl inc. I was 
delivered up and came not forth ; my 
eyea languished through poverty. Thy 
wrath hath come upon me, aud thy 
terrors have troubled me." 

"^V 1 at ca I be more painful than that 
state f om wliiuh is drawn laments such 
a heae i What can be imagined more 
II u tl an the lust hours of oitr ex- 
] n R d emer ? Wounded and weary 
unto deatl lie is nailed to the crosa : 
tie n b ids that fiisten him down to 



.^ «u ineir utm 
•oruire increases to the hi 
every otlier suffering, lie u 
alone, not forsaken by men, 
in dense crowds around hini 
forsaken by their hearts ; th^ 
ous presence, their infuriated 
more dreary than the desola\ 
Ethiopian desert. lie is fo 
his disciples, by his followers 
bis friends. They have fled, i 
timidly gazing on from afisir. '^ 
once adored him now look i 
with horror. He is forsakei 
virgin mother, and by his mot 
disciple, for he J*-- ' 
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DOW ceaaed : an awful stillneES reigi 
around, whicli ie now and anon brakt 
iiy low marmuringa. For tlio darknei 
of DJgbt, as it were in despite of tlt» 
itiiil-day Eun, has spread itself over 
lieigljta of Calvarj, over the city 
tie BurronndiDg coontTy ; and into tl 
licnrts of the erowds dr^ fear bu 
trated. These enemiea of the lipht cele- 
brated their victory too souu, for now 
evidence is borne against their iniquity, 
agftinet their works of spiritual darkness, 
by tliie wonderful darkness of nature. 
Levity, and arrogance, and wild caprice, 
have passed all limits, and to them has 
now succeeded anguish and eore affright. 
Whether a dense cloud then over- 
shrouded the earth, or whether the en- 
liglitening atmosphere of the eun snfiered 
a change (fur, froni the position of the 
moon, ail eclipse was then impossible), 
who shall now delcrniine ? It is enough 
that we know that it was a widely- 
spread darkness, during which iho stars 
of lieavcn were visible, and which, in 
other parta uf the world, stiuck men 
ty/t/j terror, and, as in Asia Minor, was 
Jjtanied by earth({nake3. ?ot ft>a 
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trutb of this event, Tertullian, and in a 
later age, Lnoian of Aiitioeh, referred 
tlie Greeks and Bomane to the testimony 
of their own reeords. EoBebins cites 
entire panages from the writings of 
Pagans, who bore witness to it ; and 
eren in the annals of the Chinese empire 
ondonbted mention is made of this event. 
With justice does St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
refer to the plain foretelliuss of tlie yi 




T) 
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ever the olementa look part in tho revo- 
ItiCiona of the moral wurid, it was ae- 
tiuredty then, wlieQ day irna changec 
iDto night. And as before the sepKratior 
and or<lering of things, before individna. 
life animated creation, darkness lay ot 
tlie ivux of the abyss, in like wise dark- 
iiesB ftgain oTerspread the earth whei 
tlie work of the new creafi n vl en tl 
regeneration of men to a b[ ir lual If 
was effected. This event, the t,reateb 
ID the history of man, was announcci 
by the greatest of nature'B phenome la. 
But this terrific darkness, which f 
three hours concealed the dcatli struggl 
of our Lord beneath its wings, passe< 
away, and with it the affriglit that ha< 
oppressed the hearts of his enemies an( 
murderers. Yea, in a twofold sense 
their sun seemed to have again arisen 
and the terror of their minds departe< 
tlie more <lecidedly, an nothing mori 
wonderful was seen, and the crucifiei 
himself, instead of coming down fron 
the cross, exclaimed, " My Giid, m; 
God, why hast thou forsaken nie i 
W/iitl :t triumph for those priests ani 
I'rincea of the Pliav'isces, w\>o \vfl.i «-i 
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slainied in such bitter derision, ^^ He 
trusted in God, let him deliver him if he 
iriU have him, for he said, ' I am the 
son of God.'" Their views are now 
justified ; in their wisdom they foresaw 
what would come to pass. The derision, 
in which his calumniators endeavoured 
to exceed each other, was not cast idly 
on the air, and for the doubters and 
raperficial thinkers of a future age, 
ample provision is now made. For what 
is displayed in that exclamation, but the 
state of helpless impotence, to which only 
a finite being, a creature, can be sub- 
jected ? Who other than a simple man 
eoald have uttered such a lament? 
Where is now the power, where the dig- 
nity of him, whom Christianity teaches 
us to honour and adore ? But in truth, 
this question contains nothing that can 
scandalize us. It is not opposed either 
to our reason or to our faith. Only the 
man, the human nature, could utter that 
lament, only the suffering man, in the 
painful feeling of abandonment. It was 
only the man, who was born, who in- 
creased in years, that could suffer and 
die. How could this laavQ Vi^xv ^-ix^ ^^^ 
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Christ, if he were not true man? IV'liere 
lia^ tba teacliing of the Choreh ever 
asserted (as it was asserted in eome of 
the indent pajitheietic sjGtemB of re- 
ligion) that the Godhead suffered, that 
tlie Godhead died? He who knows, 
that God, altbong'h hy hie power in 'm 
present in every place, but who is in hia 
osEonce hpyond and out of this universe, 
and in his tri-pereonallty and holineu 
is subject to no diminution or suffering ; 
he who knows that all created beings 
exist through God, but not of the essence 
of God, and consequently that the suf- 
ferings and contradictions of creatures 
can cause no snffcriug in God — he who 
knows these tilings will be far from en- 
tertaining any such rash, mystic errors. 
For although God can do all things, he 
cannot contradict his own existence snd 
essence, he cannot change himself into a 
created being. 

It is the man, therefore, who, expiring 
on the cross, laments his abandonineuU 
Let ns draw uear, then, and consider 
thi» man. Wlio is he ? He is the in- 
nocent, and indeed the only innocent 
atnij'ust : lie is tho liolji aoi \o4eci ^^ 
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onlj holj ona Can ihe innocent, the 
holy, the jnst one be forsaken by God ? 
Does not this combat with our ideas of 
Ood? Is it not in contradiction with 
many express teachings of the Scripture, 
with many declarations of our Saviour ? 
Behold, he complains not of the rnthless- 
ness of his enemies, not of the ingratitude 
of his people, not of the barbaric cruelty 
of his tormentors and murderers. No ; 
to one infinitely greater : not to a crea- 
ture, bnt to the eternal God he laments, 
bat in words of the most reverential 
love, and in whidi not a trace of com- 
plaint may seem to be hidden, — " My 
Qod, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me— «!«, who have never swerved from 
thy love ?" 

These, thongh difficult, are not the 
most tormenting questions. For the ex- 
alted sufferer, who for three long hours 
langnished on the cross, was wont to 
name himself the Son of Man, and his 
verj sufferings prove to us that he is a 
man, like to others of the human race. 
But we cannot for a moment forget, that 
he is the new and heavenly Adam, who 
came from on high, w\xo a^^eax^^ \xl 



^ 



iliid vorlJ Its tlie liiglicst, aa tbc only 
iiiirBole: we cannot, ia a word, forgrt 
llia.t he ia Christ, tbe dirine Logos, who 
liiis become man, whose twofold human 
eeseace (body and 8oal) is not self-exist' 
iiig and independt^at, but existing and 
living ID and for tbe diviue Logos. For 
" tlie Word was made flesb and dwelt 
ainunget OS;" ibe divine Word took to 
bimaelf onr bnman nature, and the won- 
derful person, who existed in tbe two 
natures, is Jesns Chiiet When, there- 
fore, we Bpealc of Cbriat, we may not 
consider him, m God alone, aa the iliviiin 
Logos alone, not as man nlone, unless 
we would incur tbc judgment spoken by 
the apostle ; " Every spirit that dis- 
Bolvetli (aeparateth) Jeaua, is not of 
God." (IJobniv. 3.) By this mystery, 
wc understand those words, " I and the 
Father are one — my Father is always 
with mc — I am not alone, for my Father 

These things being premised, the ques- 
tion, " how our Lord could lament liis 
abandonment?" seems to become more 
and tnoro complex. Hia human nature 
w/is not self- existing ; it vfaaamtei-^X^iv 
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tlie person of the divine Word, nn<I was 
eustained by it : a^^n, the divine Word 
was inseparable from the Father ; con- 
seqaently, the man Jeeus was united, 
tliroDgh the Son, to the Father. If we 
consider him in relation to bis bamaD 
nature, in the invariable government of 
his free will, we see that he ever and 
entirely snhjected himself to the will of 
God, and that bis i\ill was alwujis in 




outed by bia own pe< 
endless laboar, contrisi 
of the folly and penrei 
mass of men, or visited 
were eren nnto death, d 
plain of his sufferings ? 
ever ascended to the hei 
to darken the light o 
heaven? This heaven 
within him was the certa: 
with Qt>d ; it was that c 
beyond the reach of asaa 
co-existence and eternal 
the essential wisdom and 
ttfying as was this nlon? 
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aagainh of death, whicli, like a,n armed 
giant, rushed in upon him. Then he 
straggled with human atrength, with the 
ooaiage of obedience, againet the terrors 
that presented themselvee to him ; then, 
for the fiiBt time, he eapplicatingly eaid, 
" Father, if it be poeaible, let this chalice 
pass from me ; but not my will bat thine 
" ~ - ■ - _^|y strenglli 




Art tbou not my OoJ, ami liave I not 
been thine from my mother's womb ? 
{Pa. xxi. 2.) Hast thou not been my 
Goii, from the first moment of my human 
being? Thus luniented the heavenly 
Bufforer, not as the Son of God, but oa 
tbe Son of Han, and beoee be did not 
call upon his Father, but upon bis Ood, 
bis Creator and Lord. " Mt God, Mr 
God, why hast thou fouflakea me?" All 
real miaefy that is found upon this earth, 
all moral degradation into the abyss of 
crime, — what is it but an abandonment 
of God? All wickedness, and the con- 
sequent terrors of hell, upon what are 
they founded, if not on a separation from 
God 1 Ewry feeling of spiritual im- 
potence, of nothingness, of comfortless 
bitterness, of rash doubts and of hopeless 
repentance, — whence do they receive 
their killing sting, if not from the dread, 
or rather conviction, of being separated, 
torn from the favour and dominion of 
him wlio rules all things by his power, 
and in whose light is found tire fulness 
of life ? 
J/a,ring tijus examined the full force 
o/ this lament oi oui lilea&eA Iwii, ^i 
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shall proceed with greater security to 
answer the questions to which it must 
giire rise. Onr Redeemer was not for- 
saken by God, erea as to his human 
natme, so that the divine strength and 
ewenoe were not re&lly removed from 
him, nor was he left alone a prey to hb 
we^Dese. For not to speak of his 
liypoBtatic union with the Godhead, 




m tbe sutt'erer, was not in th< 
and consequently, what is th 
Godhead which dwelt in the 
no part (essentially) in the de 
to these are the words of St. J 
scene. '^ As the Godhead is i 
to saffering, it could not su 
body of Jesus. We say, ir 
God suffered in the flesh (fo 
is both God and man in the sa 
both these appellations are giv 
but we may not assert that th 
suffered in the flesh, or God b^/ 
He adds a similitude, after i 
of the old writers, to make 
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of oorporeml nature, to the full povertj 
of a eonl that finds itcelf alooo, aad » 
&r he was forsakeo hy the omaipotencc 
of Qod ; for this omaipotence, iastead o; 
freeing him, devoted him to the eorrowi 
of death, and in snoh a manner, that t( 
the separation of the hody from the sou). 
vaa added the drear feeling of a separa- 
tion from God. But did he not, of hii 
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troe." (Gal. lii. 13.) By lis obedience 
fur ue, in wbich he was like unto a nia.H 
who bad been mode Hubject to a. curse, 
he freed us from that eternal pnnishnient 
to wliicb our sin had doomed na, atid 
with which we were tlireatoned by the 
law. " liim, that knew no sin, for iia 
be hath made sin" — that is, he bath 
treated him as a sinner, so tlint ho suf- 
fered death, the wages of sin, in all its 
bittercaas and hineliness— " that we 
might be TDBde the instioe of God in 
him." (2 Cor. r. 21.) 

This curae consists in the dreary half- 
life, in the emptiness of a living death, 
of a lying existence, in the solitariness 
and coldness of a spirit forsaken by God, 
the antlior and fulness of its being ; and 
the cause of this curse is in a voluntary 
contempt of God, in voluntary guilt. 
Hence, and liere appears in its full light 
the contrast between the earthly and 
heavenlyFatherof the human race. Of 
man, it is said, " Thou hast forsaken 
the God that made thee, and departed 
from the God thy Saviour. Thou hast 
forsaken tho God tha-t begot thee, and 
foFffottea the Lord that cteaiteA ■Caw*',' 
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(Deot. xxxii.) Bnt althongh man of 
hia oirn free will has formken God and 
tnrned away from him, God ha^ not en- 
tirely ^Mndooed man. If so, man's ruin 
ironld have been complete. The con- 
trary, bowOTer, appean in Jesns. He, 
the just and the feithfol one, who never 
deputed from the trath of Ood, was 
given np to the impious, wiis froiMmi in 




thoa forsaken me ? For froi 
tion are the words of mj 
thoa dwellest in the holy 
praise of Israel. In thee 
fathers hoped : they have 1 
thou hast delivered them. . ] 
worm and no man ; the reproi 
and the outcast of the people, 
that saw me, laughed me to s( 
have spoken with their lips ai 
the head. He hoped in the 
him deliver him : let him save 
iug he delighteth in hira. I s 
out like water, and all my 
scattered. My heart is be< 



nro'v w» 
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amongst them, and ii|Km my vesture 
tliey cast lots." (Ps. xxi.) 

This cry of our Redeemer declares, 
then, the inteasity of his sittTeriiiga, anil 
by this we may meaeiire the greatness of 
the sftoHGce which he oliercil for us. 
He who does not uuderetand this shall 
never know the noble love of Christ, amt 
tha extent of his benefitB to man. Thus 
a long past, with Clovis. 





my Lord King, exeroiae your power, by 
deeds of arms and by a well-iippointed 
anny, I should look npou him as I Jn 
ii[>un yoQ, or upon any other liero or 
wrkrrior. If you had a sohiier or ser- 
vant, who to defend yoor kingdom or t» 
red ace rebels to yoni power, had exposed 
himself to wonnds and to death, wonld 
you not cinaider rather the Bplendnur 
of Ilia fidelity, tlinn tlie iguouiiny tint 
llii^jlit have come upon him? If, dovf, 
a God-maa has eo humbled himself an 
to take upon himself our doom ; if he 
has suffered the extreme of ignominy to 
oppose his justice and fidelity to ouc 
guilt, that he might reconcile us to Ood, 
and thus destroy all our real evils, shall 
we not adore him the more profoundly, 
and loye him the more intensely, the 
more he has suffered and humbled him- 
self for us?" 

Ah ! that we all could speak thus with 
the noble Queen Clotilda! The fourth 
word of our Lord upon the cross is, aaya 
St. 1*0, a great instruction. For if to 
the Saint of Saints, who could not be 
separated from God, who iu his eoffer- 
JDgs never uttered a lament, We sim'gXi 
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feeling of ^iBiidonnieiit were so bitter, 
wlut shall a real Beparation be, an entire 
ostting off from tbe love ant) grace of 
Ood? In thi> life there ie no bond to 
anite lu witb God, onr Father and 
Creator, bnt Jesna Chrirt, onr Mediator 
Mid Lord. We cannot invoke bim as 
" Onr Father ;" we cannot say to him 
in our heart, " My (Jod," iinleaa he bo 




Ti 
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teni,'lh it breaka beneatli us. It come/) 
at leDgtli to jiasa that we are in the eita- 
ation ff the unhappy man, who is aloue 
oil the deaert islaud ; 3^60, worse, we 
art; nailed to the cross. The elenieoti) 
wi.rld gains the triumph orer iLia small 
organic world : the wearied bud;, the 
ncrvec of whiiA fail and finally staai 
fitill, is chained down to the couch til 
death, incapable of motion. The myrrhed 
wine, the many bitter and nanseoas 
draughts, that are given to us, inetead 
of calming its sufferings, only increase 
its weakness'. More acrid yet is tbe 
taste of that clialice in which not a dro[i 
must be left — the chalice of death — the 
thDuglit of which has always been filled 
with bitterness. The clothes, with which 
the poor dying man was once covered, 
are hia no luni.'er ; they are taken from 
him and shall pass into other bands, and 
the lot of cbanco shall be cast for them. 
For three bour^ daikness covered the 
mountain of Calvary : for three hours, 
in general, continues the combat with 
death, or agony, during which time dark- 
iirss IB Bprciiil over the eyes of the ei- 
piring matj, and wliilsl Uiw \\a\\Afe ■wm\J 



the Yoioe witii wnica x uavo \/a*«««. 
thee. Have mercy on me and hear 
My heart hath said to thee, ^ My i 
hath sought thee ; thy face^ O Lord, 
I seek.' Turn not away thy face f 
me, declme not in thy wrath from 
servant. Be thou my helper, fort 
me not, do not thou despise me, O C 
my Saviour. I hope to see the | 
things of the Lord in the land of 
living." (Ps. xxvi.) 
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" I thirtt." (John xii. 88.) 
That terriLle Mongol prince, who 




f 

•• 4 



tfcemtluithewMW 
a", without exception 
'educe their city to 
Thus expressive wa, 
language of Timnr U 

the Mongol conqueror 

fu the nations of the < 
^ oaric swajr. 

1 ^^ e»^««- there lired n 

conqueror, whose desir 

from ambition or lorr^ 

Cll u' '^''' o^ 
'or the honour of ♦!.» ; 
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only deein wu that, dnwn by his in- 
finite loTCi, they should come to him of 
tktM own free will, uid mbjeet them- 
aelvea to bim, u by this mesns only can 
tiiey obl^a trae happineu. Hence, when 
beoofHtnenced his great oampftign against 
ein and death and eorrnption, ho pre- 
aeoted to the eyes of mortd men hia 
tbreeftJd symbol. 
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thnr iDJnalice, sa if it tuwl bees a good 
thing, M th«ir bold ery, "Hia blood be 
upon tta, and npon oar cbildren," provea 
to DA ; and when they delirered bim up 
to the moet painful of deaths, the omni- 
potence of God spread forth the daikty 
warning tent, for from mid-day until 
the third hour, darknesa covered the 
earth ; and at the third hour, Jesus ex- 
clainieii, " My GoJ, my God, why hast 




taste of death, and as he than 
the sharpest bitterness of de 
for a moment given over tc 
potenoe, he then spoke, and 
that was heard by his exec 
word, " I thirst." What 
markable in this simple v 
anght else than the expressi 
exhaustion, and of extrem 
We must, however, listen t 
word of great importance, 
from the mouth of our dyin 
and the disciple who had 
speaks of it with emphas 
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and oni lon^nga are declared and eig- 
nified by Hub word, " I thirat," Bott, 
in their mataal tdatimu^ nhell be the 
nbjeet of oor eoneidention. 

If there be od earth an expreamve re- 
pnMatalion of the woes and weakneee 
to whiob natoie is eobjected, it is a wide, 
waterieM plun, which has been burnt 
' veatige of life 




Mvciiu. xuo crocodile si 
parched swamps, and ap] 
into dry bent-up brand 
Thus is yearly renewed i 
the Psalmist speaks, ^^This 
thou hast formed to pla} 
expect of thee that thou g 
in season. Thou openest i 
they shall all be filled witl 
thou tumest away thy fa( 
be troubled. Thou shalt ta 
breath, and they shall fa 
return to their dust. The 
forth thy spirit, and they sht 
and thou shalt renew the 
earth." ^P« -?"' ^ 
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n^'wfaicb he had to eadure, the fiiglitful 
ihiist, which he at first eadeaToured to 
illay br the blood of tortoises, and after- 
mma by the rain-dropa which he ool- 
ected in shells. How awful is the lot 
)f those eeabrera who are bound by a 
»]in on the midst of the wide aea, and 
ifhose last portion of fresh water has 
leen conssmed. Some of them prolong 
"r Lifii by the few purtJclcH of ni^fht- 
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iiient aad protecting coTering; on mO' 
tian, rest, and mntuai prot«ctioD. Ai 
life is an uniBterrupted series of breath- 
ings, ao is it a manifald, coatinuous aericB 
of wauta,of (lesircB, and disappointment:^ 
and oonsequontlj it is » oontiniial thirsL. 
Tim weary man thirsts for repose, the 
iniprisoned man fur liberty j (he hungry 
Bigbe for food, tlie eatiated and sick foi 
hunger ; the man euSering from beat 
seeks ooolnesB, tlie man perishing with 
cold tongs for wanntli. Alan hfts all 
these wants in common with ina&iinnt« 
nature. The tree spreads ita Viraticlies 
and its Loughs; jiliints wliith jjrow in 
dark plaoesrun rapidly into height, eeek- 
iDg the light of day ; the willow bendfl 
down ita branches to the 8urb«e of th« 
lakes, the polypus stretches out its ftrms 
in search of insects ; overy animal feels 
the force of dark or powerful impulses. 

There are, on the other hand, many 
wishes and desires which belong ezela- 
sively to man, for his life belongs not 
only to the natural, but also to the 
spiritual world ; and he, by his spiritual 
or personal freedom, belongs to that 
moral world, which, iu ita piwraat state. 
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10 sabject to severe triak, to a aodety of 
nutaii, whiofaf ander the heavy weight of 
their destiny, is swayed between life and 
death, deceived by appearances, prepos- 
sessed by vanity and error, and blinded 
by &lse ideas and follies. And there- 
fore (according to SU Aognstin), as every 
desire is a thirst of the sool, the earthly 
man thirsts after so many goods of for- 
tone, of honours, and of sensuality, which 
generally deceive his expectations. For 
to one, when he has come near the object 
of his hopes, it happens as to the faint- 
ing traveller on a wide and barren plain, 
to whom an optical delusion shows in 
the distance the glittering mirror of an 
apparent lake ; to another it happens as 
to the thirsting animal on the South 
American plain, which seizes the thorny 
oaetns-apple to refresh itself by its cool- 
ing juice, but at the same time so wounds 
its feet^ that it roars with pain, and is 
for a long time lamed. In the same 
manner, man seeks the gratifications of 
life, and thinks not that he thereby 
mortally wounds his soul. And human 
life upon earth must for ever continue to 
be an uninterrupted longing Q»\x<i 4.^^n:^^ \ 



and existence. 

This truth is declared hy our Lor 
the parable of the rich glutton, ^ 
after he had wallowed in every gra 
cation upon earth, found himself f 
death so needy and so deprived a 
refreshment, that he pined for a dn 
water, wherewith to cool his tor 
As long as he lived upon earth, be 
sought his happiness in the gratific 
of his appetite, and in the pomp o 
dress ; but now, when the delusioi 
passed away, he learns, but all too 
whither his desires should have 
directed. Far otherwise though^ 
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and thy gloiy- for tliy mercy ts better 
than liTes." (Pb. liii.) " Many," eaya 
St. Angnatin, " thirst, hot few thirst 
after Ood." All men bum with desires, 
but seldom do we find one who can say 
with truth, " For thee, O GocJ, my soul 
doth thirst" For men desire the gratt- 
ficatioDS of this world, and do not re- 
member that they are living in the 
where their bouIh should louff " 





itfter tbee, O Ood. Mr rant thiratetli 
after Ood, the living louDtain ; wben 
shall I come and appear before bis 
siglit ?" Bat bow does the earthly man 
arrive at thiB exhatistlese foODtain of 
et«nial wiadoni and love 1 Can he bj 
his own power ascend to the antbor ol 
life? Our Lord himself ahaU aiuwo^ 
" No one ascendeth into heaven but he 
who conietb down from heaven, the Son 
of Man who is iq heaven." The tmfl 
sig^idcatioQ of theee myaterions words 
is this ; — that both the thoughts of man, 
and the power to carry them into effect, 
ar« from God alone. And thus we find 
ID this mystery the symbol of the fonn- 
tain, which bursts forth in the lowra 
parts, at the foot of the mountain, but oj 
which the true source must be sougM 
mnch higher ; for on the distant snmmil 
of the mountain which Tears itself amidst 
the clouds, the water is collected from 
the air, on the steep rocks, from whicli 
it gradually flows downwards, or it comet 
from the melting ice of the glacier and 
forces its way through hidden fiasurei 
afid paeaagea to flow over the plun, t< 
eniivea all tha,t Jivcs^ and to lortK, Vfw 



tioD, as water is poured upon the pai 
earth, ho mast consequentlj of his 
free will desire it. We are taugh' 
hy those words that say, ^' If any 
thirst, let him come to me and dr 
and hence, as in Christ the fulne 
the Deity resides, there was manif 
in him the longing desire of eternal 
for our sanctification. The poyert3 
the humility of his external appeal 
and action was as the sinking oi 
fountain water into the depth ol 
earth that it might rise again 
greater force : it proved his full e 
ing into the wants of human nature 

1.--*-1j ft* I'l 1«/» TT' »• /• 
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who iiDmediatelj became the apoetle of 
her fellow-citixena. Eveiyirfaere rather, 
his untiring labours were met by pride 
and wickedness. Nor vrae this office of 
teaching and of working sufficient for 
htm ; a. higher one was marked out for 
him. He knew tbat for the ^lerfeot ful- 
filment of bis obedienoe & painful sacri- 
fice was laid npon him, a painful deadi, 
from which the omnipotence of God 
would not deliver liini ; be knew that ax 
the source of a now- life, he must sink 
deeper end deeper into tbe misery of the 
human race, and that the work of re- 
demption must be effected by hie sacri- 
fice. And did he ever manifest a dread 
of this bitter hour ? The more ardent 
was his desire for the redemption of tbe 
world, the greater wB.a his desire for (bis 
eacrifice, a desire which he on every 
occasion displayed ; and when at length 
this hoar with all ita frightful suSeringi 
bad come i when not only the pangs c 
corporeal death pierced him through an 
through, but when his soul also wt 
seized with a feeling of abandonmei 
he well knew that be bad emptied I 
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IBE BETSM WOUDS OF OBRIST. 

'IB, in its struggle with death, sighed 

r the eternal fountain of light, from 

Lch he was sepamted only in feeUng. 

But as far as hie entire life and BUffei"- 

ja upon earth were proper to hia huma.Q 

Ltare, ajid coOEecrated solely ta onr 

Isuscitation to life, his patching thirst 

I thie moment of the consDmmation of 

racrifice had a third gigoificfitioo, 

ily, that this his sacrifice might 

r salvation to all. Well known is 

e noble condnot of Rudolph of Haps- 

nho, as he was leading his army 

r the oppressive heat of summer, 

1 the reapers from a field had pre- 

fnted him with a vea^el of fresh water, 



I wadmc t 
L 1.) ** I will poor ODt mten npon 
I llun^ grMmd, mad ibvuiij upon 
I irj IiM ; I will pour ont idt qnrit 
Ml tJbj ilMntpJmlH, will mj nl wiring 



m tbj ■toek.'* {U. xiii.) eiiea w 
I pfomiie of Qod to his ChnTcb, and 
Boobuna ita own eziJsiMtion; for by 
I Ggnre of a fooutain of lirin^ waters 
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woary of life, had placed their miserable 
greatnosa in doubting of everything, and 
ll f who had oeascd in tlieir eearclifor trnth; 

™ . not those who wore too deeply sunk in 

^ i idolatry to feel the neceaaity of apiritual 

Jti • tliinga. But those heard and came wliu 

knew the void of their own hearta, whc 
* did not conceal their inquietude, whc 

• , saw tlicmselvca n'landnned by (,hc worM. 

■ ' by tlioir friends, aod by thi^ir iniagiiiarv 

deities ; and who had always aspireJ 
after something higher that might satisfy 
tlieir longing after truth, and that niiglil 
insure their peace. 

This was confeaaed in the first ages o. 

' the Church by St. Justin, who exchangee 

the wisdom of this world for the wisdon 

I , of the gospel. It was confessed in lal«i 

times by a poor American savage, ii 

one of the mission stations of Oanad; 

(about the year 1640), of whom we an 

told by Lo Jeune, that he thus aimplj 

but expressively spoke of hia interioi 

life : — " My heart," he was wont to aaj 

to the niissioner, " is not like what i 

i once was. In former times I though: 

' ofnothiDg bat tJiis world's goods ; where- 

aver I woat or wUorevor 1 io'j«aai,ffi' 
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ofTera to him, and forsakes the only path 
of life, which Christ has markec] ont ; if 
he wiA to satiafy his thirst after tmlli 
and happiness; to alleviate the miaeries 
of this earthly life, and to draw sume- 
tliing from the barren waste around him, 
must dig many cisterns ; be mast form 
to himself bis religion, his idena of God, 
of this world, and of futurity, and must 
BO regulate bis earthly relatione that he 
may by them attain to the highest degrac 
of happiness, peace, and repose. Bdl 
these cisterns are not only not fountain! 
of inexhaustible abundance ; they are 
but artificial reservoirs, and thej havei 
moreover, so soft a foundation that the 
water within tfaem must become foul and 
finally sink into the earth. Man can 
no more redeem himself than he can 6n'd 
true life, which conies from Ood alone, 
in his own inventions and devices. " W( 
have all sinned," says the Apostle, "anij 
need the glory of God," that ie, hit 
mercy, which commenceth it« work ot 
earth through Jesus Christ, and whicb 
shall be fully glorified in the renewed 
lifea of the Saints, of whom the Frophel 
sajra, " Tbey shall not ^Lungei not 'iXinVt, 



WORD THE FIFTH. 



151 



noitlwr abah the hmt of tbe sun fltribe 
tbem; for lie tint ia meraifnl to tbem 
^■11 be tlieir sbepheri, and at the fonn- 
tunsof mter he abaU give them drink." 
(Is. xlix. 10.) 

When the Bom&n general Afarint was 
evrying on the wu gainst tbe Cimbri, 
he ^tuted his oamp oppomte to the 
enemy on a, plain in wliicli no water 
x)ulil be found. 
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are ae the great deep. The cliiUren 
men slull put tbeir trust under the cov 
of thy winga, they shall be inebria.1 
with the plenty of thy hoase, aud tli 
shott make them driok of the torrent 
thy pleasure. For with thee is the foi 
tiiin of life, and in thy light we shall i 
lighL Extend thy mercy to thea tl 
know thee, and thy justice to tliein tl 
are right in heart." (Ps. xxxv.) 



,1 f 



he posseSBi 
(LuL liv 
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sesaeth, cannot be my diaei^lA 

So taught be who had come to fonijl 
a groat and heavenly hutlding, the IfiBjfl 
doni of gnure and of tmth upon eaitfc' 
And when he hung upon the croeii 
deprived of all succour, the victim of hit 
enemies ; when he was despised, and 
exhausted by pnin and loss of blood, and 
Btruggtiog^ with death, it would eeem 
that the aimilitnde tnight be applied to 
himself. Ilia perapcntorB stood ftruufld 
him, and insiiUod liim in their triumph: 
" Where are now hia promlBea ? Whore 
is hia kingdom 'i Where is the work of 
his mission ! He saved others, cannot 
he save himself ? He commenoed a great 
building, but, as we foretold, he baa not 
the means wherewith to finish it. Did 
he not mialake when be said, ' Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will 
build it up again?' Behold the archi- 
tect and his building!" 

But the Lord had ready an answei 
even for this senseless insult. Wb( 
reduced to the extremity of hunv 
ireakneeB, in the moment of ezhaustit 
ia bia combat witb dert\^V« ua\b&q 
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IriUi ■ loud rmee, "It is oonnnnmRted." 
The fonndation is Iwd and strengtbeoed 
tor ever, and already the building is 
niaed upom it, and reaches above the 
doD^ Hy death is not the end, bnt 
tbe oonsHmmatioti of my work. As the 
flty of rtotoiy after tbe von battle pierces 
through the ranks of the victors and of 
their flying foe, so did this mighty word 
of tbe Lord re-cclio over JeruanJem. 




]>art, and by our own exeitions. 

As the words, by which we 
known our thoughts, are direc 
particular persons, and as we < 
tlius address ourselves to othen 
tilings upon which we ponder witl 
for ourselves, so do we find it h 
last sentences of our Lord. Hif 
Word was deprecatory, supplicatin 
don, and was therefore addressed 
Eternal Father — " Father, forgire 
for they know not what they do." 
Second Word was merciful, con 
animating: it was spoken to the 
tent thief — " To-dav, thou shalt b 
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graded bumanity, ati'l as ita roprcecnta- 
tive, siglicd forth tbese words — " My 
God, luy God, why hast thou forsaken 
mo?" The Fifth, aa far as it waa an 
cxpreaaioQ of liis extreme suffering, but 
which, on nearer consideration, is aeon 
to contain so mnch, was intended to be 
understood by the fi^uarda and soldiers 
around the cross. To these, his imme- 
diate murderers, our Lord turned liim- 
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iiidiv!ilu&l, it wasoD that accoant directed 
to all wlio Lave heariug and understajid- 
ing ; to those o[ whom our Lord bsd n 
oft«ii Skid, " He that hatli eare lo bear, 
Icl him hear." 

The concludiog and perfecting wonl 
ascended, therefore, beFore all and Bb«?( 
all, to tiie Eternal Father. For oni 
Lord, foreeeoiog this moinetit, hod anij 
at his last eupper, " I have glorified that 
on earUi : I luive finiehed the work wIimI 
thou gaveat me to do." A diaootOM 
like to thie in sigaifioation, is fonnd ii 
the ])r<i[>lietic jiealin — " Sacrifice and ot 
liitiim lliou diilst niit ilesire (as bein{ 
only figures, and vithout any power ii 
themselves), hnt thou hast prepnred i 
body (human nature) for me> Bumt 
ofiering and ein-oflering thoa didst no 
require ; then said I, Behold I come 
In the head of the book, it is written o 
me, that I should do thy will. m; 
God, I have desired it and thy law ii 
the midst of my heart." (Ps. xxxis 
7, 8, 9.) The book that is here spokei 
of is the history of man, and the holj 
Scrij>tures, which narrate to us the wis 
dow and the love of Godmftift %w«.ia 
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Bwnt And proteetiMi of the human race. 
Of tbie book, the heginning tmd middle 
and end, the A][^ and the Om^a, is 
Jbbw Chtwt, hy whose mediation alone 
the holiness of tiie Divine will was made 
uUt maoifeet m ewtb, and that reign 
of lore again estaJblisheid without which 
man wonld have been loat for ever. To 
Saieh thie work, to glorify hia Father on 
earth, and by the reverential aubniiasion 
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lion, drinka the contents, our Lord T 
ceiyed the clialico whioli his Fath 
liroaeoted to biiu, and Jtuak it to t 
drega : only oue more w^ wanting- 
tlio ignominious drink ofgalland vinegi 
wbict was giren to }iira to allay, 
rather to inoreaee, bis last euffeiinj 
This he rofused not, bnt aft^r ho b: 
tasted the hitter drinlt, as if it had he 
the pa,rting cup, which the world, in 
hate, offered to him, he exclaimed, 
triumph, " It is consummated." I ha 
glorified thy name ujion earth, by b 
ohedicnce, by my patience, in eufferii 
in abandonment, in the pangs of deati 
I have finished the work which th 
didst impose upon me for the regenei 
tion of mankind ; glorify me, therefoi 
with that glory, which (not only as t 
eternal Word, but as the Son of Man' 
had with thee, before tlie world s 
have finished, do thou now finish, 
mangled body shall again live, 
this human nature, which thou w 
accept in the divine life of thy Son, tl 
it may repose eternally with thee. 

This Sixth Word was, then, the cry 
a Wctor, who exults Va \i\a ■iw'wivj. 
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anuuuciation of joy to the humau race. 
For what else had he at heart, every 
moment of his life, but the welfare of 
eyeiy indiyidual, as of the whole body 
of mankind ? With what else were the 
first thoughts of his childhood engaged ? 
What led him, when only in the twelfth 
year of his age, to remain alone in the 
temple ? What moved him, impelle<l 
him, so that untiringly teaching and 
scattering blessings around him, he toiled 
on the shores of the Galilean Sea, from 
the borders of Sidon to the Syrian desert ; 
that now he dwelt in cities, and now in 
the wilderness, and admitted, without 
distinction, all to approach to him ? 
What was the subject of his lonely 
prayers on the mountain's height, and 
through the live-long night? All that 
he had hitherto done, all for which he 
most ardently sighed, was now accom- 
plished. He took our weakness upon 
himself; he bore our sorrows ; he turned 
away from us the guilt, the consequences 
and punishment of our guilt, and by his 
wounds we were healed. His word — 
** It is consummated," — proclaimed his 
entire victory over the \)Tm^:Ai vJl *Csxv^ 

M 



1 . 



cation of the Son to t. 
abundantly outweighed 
of the creature to its Crea 
handwriting which bore t 
man was taken away a: 
cross. Hence this word 
also a word of consumi 
of fulfilment to all the pi 
'* God, so far as these we] 

tions for the future work 
If, following the order oj 
rical development, we < 
New Covenant, that it is 
Old, we can at the same 
in its essence^ the Old Co 
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deeigu&ted himself as the Beginning and 
the End, the First and the I^L 

By the sacrifice of Christ, all the hopes 
of the primitive time, and of encceeding 
gienerations, were falfilled ; the only true, 
only poBsible religion, which forms a 
Knnion with God, whb founded ; the 
foretelling of tbo prophets, and the many 
historical figures, were acoompliabed ; 




There pines a wretched being, boui 
fetters, fed with scanty food, in the d 
ness of a foal prison. He has been 1 
long, and at length the joyful im 
gence comes, " Rejoice for thy 
thou art ransomed, thou art free, 
art one of the favoured." The ca] 
hears these words and rejoices, and th 
the messenger that bears them to ] 
but he asks, by whom and in what i 
ner this favour has been awarded to 1 
he still feels the weight of his ohaii 
his hands and feet, but this does 
trouble him ; he sees the gates oi 
Drison oi>en before him, but he carei 
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conduct is not always considered 
ness, in the Christian world. I 
ask any slaye of sin, of what fai 
thou ? — and he will certainly a 
^' I am a Christian." That is a tl 
coarse, and the most unholy of Chr 
would at once become indignant, 
for one moment, seemed to doubt o 
Christianity. Every one will be 
a Christian, though the name be o 
honorary title, which means no 
than to designate a person of a < 
class, one who is not a Jew, nor a M 
nor a Pagan, who adores no idol 
which, if there be no more to he 
on earth, gives him a certain righ 
the Eternal Father, to which he 
himself entitled, through the mec 
of the Redeemer. But to such 
we might propose many questions, 
art a Christian, — where, then, 
Christianity ? Thou hast been ranf 
redeemed, and still thou bearest i 
chains ; thou still livest on in thj 
prison, in the slavery of dest: 
passions. Thou knowest not how 
belongeth to thee, nor thou to 
Thou dost boast of prie^^^ ^q»^^s 



II 



«Tcw9 uuuHummated, how cai 
oarselves, how can we feel 
it has been consummated 1 
cording to the ordinary a 
things, there come from th 
and fiery rays, which, withe 
medium, and of their owe 
lighten and warm this eartl 
not so ; for the earth, and it 
atmosphere, have their part 
Light and heat depend upoi 
co-operation between the s 
earth. In the same manner 
tent themselves with the uns] 
that the mercy and grace c 
into their hfto'**" i'^-- 



tbe poBitive side, wnicD is saiicuuvu 
by the imparting of graces. The 
now no longer a curse upon the hi 
race, for it has been removed by i 
expiating merit, and mankind, as a 
ganic whole, stands before God do h 
as a sinful mass, for in it he be 
Christ, his beloved Son, and the i 
human nature in Christ. The immc 
consequence and punishment of 
separation from God — can, therefoi 
longer exist The divine fitvonr 
love, which spring from the Fathe 
the Son, and are imparted by the 
Ghost to all spiritual beings, aei 

<l/«o4>«/.-«r ^-Yiia aATvara.finn. And fco estl 
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liut page of Sacred Writ. " And the 
Spirit and the Bride sa^, oome. And 
lie that thinteth let him oome, and he 
that will, let him take the water of life 
freely." (Apoo. xxii. I?.) The grace 
of God, and the Toice of the Church, 
call and invite all to possess themselves 
of the merit, which Christ has gained 
fur thcni, that they may cojjy ia their 




tcred. Ancl Deing consuiniiiai«a, uo 
came, to all that obey him, the cans 
eternal salvation." (Heb. v.) 

Is not the condition here folly 
clared ? Or will the merit of Chi 
and consequently salvation, be, if 
may say so, thrown upon our lu 
without onr will, without our co-op< 
tion ? Are we redeemed, and certai] 
our eternal beatitude, because we 
members of a race, which, in its wh 
bears upon it the seal of ledemptii 
Is this seal, though impressed upon m 
kind, stamped upon every individn 
This would, indeed, be a cheering o 

e«%1nfi<^n fni» \i\m xehei hn\t\a thft HAW 1 
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croftture, fall of fnulties, of passioos, and 
of eenanal inclinations, and bow can it 
be otherwiBe ? In the Sret place, I am 
like every other cbild of man, involved 
in the &1I and doom of the firat parent ; 
bat I am not the apple that haa fallen 
jiuther from the branch than others. 
In the second place, I am not an absO' 
liitply imlepcDdent being, but ii crratcd, 




to 'lee 



He who 



■s the si 



fiilueas of man us Bometliing co-ercfttei 
with bim, as soniething positive, and i 
iiccesfiary cundilion of rnan'a Btste, wil 
Income a ravening wolf, altbongU h.< 
nuiy cover himself with the merits o 
Ciiriat, with the corering ef the Ittml 
of Hod. But let us jaige from th 
wonla i,{ the Apustle, whether this tea 
of fiilth be .siithcieiit. '■ Thu sore fuuii 
dation of God standeth firm, having tbi 
seal ; the Lord kooweth who are hie 
aud let every one depart from iniquity 
who nameth the name of the Lord.' 
(2 Tim. ii. 19.) We must on our sid 
effectually struggle aad conquer evil 
we must free ourselves personally froB 
ein, in the opposition of our will in it 
inclination to evil ; we must change ou 
life, and make it pleasing to God. Th 
impulse and assistance of divine grac 
are necessary for this, but our active co 
operation is also required. Faith wil 
ever be the root of a life pleasing t 
God, but it must he a faith that show, 
itself active by love {Gal. v. 6), a fiiith 
therefore, which hringa forth flowers am 
A^uit, (or it must brmg iW 'b"^ vn.'i 
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3 certain, that without 
e of grace we can do nothing 
meritorious, lo it is certain that our co- 
operation with grace is necessary, and a 
re&dinees of will is, therefore, ever re- 
quired of us. " If thoQ wilt enter into 
life, keep the command raents. Let him 
who will, come and receive of tho water 
of life. Whoever will do the will of 
God, will confegB that my doctri 




ftlE SEVEN WOKDS OF CtTRIBT. 

tlio uanie of the Count Ragemont, 

man, wlin distitiguishcd himself 

Llic ivi;;ii oi Henry IV., but who, 

nuinltcr of duels which ho had 

uml for which he had & violent 

, hail hecome famous, or rather 

IS, through the entire kingdom. 

en he hml known, and had learned 

the ^int, he soon confessed the 

y of ihia kind of combat, and how 

■lie (•.i]sa iileas of worldly hononr 

■ > justify so gross a violation of 

I of Goil. lie, therefore, re- 

hia evil inclination, and from 

e that he made this sacrifice, he 

) henefact 
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tlie ooBtly weapon, thy companion in 
countless dangers, with which thou hast 
acquired ao great knightly fame, and 
with which thou hast so often fought 
for thy king ; is it right that it should 
be oast from tfay side ? True, again 
thought the hero ; but is not this the 
sword which has so impatiently flashed 
from the sbeatb, to take a bloody leveage 
for only imaginary wrongs, the Jnstru- 




my courac ? It ia the samo in aii»//i 
Eu^riaces, in the min<l of Christ, in th 
spirit of patience, of perseverance, an 
in the conqueat of ourselves. Bat if, o 
the other Imnd, we avoid every Baorifiw 
and endeavour to apore ouraelvea in ever 
labour, what will be the roHolt? Vi 
fihiill see it in that similitude, einploji^ 
by OHf Lord, and with which wo oon 
inenoed this coosideration, — " Wbieh > 
you, having' a mind to build a towc 
doth not first sit down and xeokon Ll 
charges that are neeesnary, whether 1 

Oar earthly life is a building for cte 
nity. The fouudation for this edifice 
Jesus Christ, As we proceed, the woi 
is committed to our own care. It mu 
not be bay, or wood, or stubble : Hgain 
those tbo Apostle warns us. "We mu 
not content ourselves with a Iransitoi 
religious feeling, nor witb a passin 
although faithful, looking up to war 
God. What will be the fate of tl 
foolish man, who shall reach the end 
Ills wandering, and shall not have a 
taincd the end of his existence? Ti 
iahabitants of darkiieaa wouli W'-V 
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bini, and say, " Behold the man, behold 
the Chrutian, who began to build and 
Oonld not finish, althoogh assisted hj 
powerful helps." 

O, Author and Finisher of onr iancti- 
ficatioQ, Thou, who didat hang upon the 
cross until all was consummated, confirm 

r wills, tiiat we, izi obedience to Thee, 




^^ Father^ into thy hands I eommen 
my spirit." (St. Luke xxiii. 46.) 

That aflectionate Father, of whoi 
the Gospel tells, had two sons, one < 
whom remained within his patem; 
home, the other went into a far conntr 
and there squandered away his inh«ri 
ance, and lived in misery until oppreaa 
by bitter want and penetrated by J 
pentance, he said to himseli^ '^ I tv 
arise and return to my father." T 
signification of this parable in its 1 
'^vfftnt is evident. For by the son p 

-*—•*• IWIQ ^Xk/I 
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from Ood into tlie errors of Paganism, 
nntil tlie cheering intelligence of their 
Tooation came to them, until awakened 
bj B sense ot their misery, and excited 
hj a hanger and thirst after justice and 
trath, they arose to return to their 
father's house. 

Bat at what time and by what iater- 
vcning power was thia efiecteJ ? After 




I 

I 



I 



separable union with t 
Holy Ghost; yet in ] 
he was not in heavei 
And how did he dwell 
which he was a stra 
lost son, but in an i 
feeling, he lived amc 
t* And neither Pharisee 

neither publicans nor 
eluded from his pres 
was it made a subje 
him, that he allowed 
were infamous as viols 
approach to him, and 
hesitate to be their g 

1 f 1 J ir u T 
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igth, hi^ teat3, and his heort'e blood, 
finally, the la9t gurinent, wherewith 
tus covered ; he laid down hie life 
Le rodemption of manj, and for the 
st he offered himself in sacrifice. 
»rcel^ fur a Just m&u will one die," 
the Apostle, " yet perhaps for a 
[ man some one would dare to die. 
God CMmmeodeth his charily towards 







t' ■ 
1 -J 



1N2 THE BEVES WORDS OF CUniBT. 

Eucbariat; therein lie b&d giveuto ma 
tbe inberitauce of liis body and blooc 
and had iotrusted it into the hauds ( 
bia apostles ; here on tlie oroea, be ha. 
giveu bis ilyiug; body and his gattnenl 
tu the exeeutioDera of the sentence passe 
against htm ; be had supplicated pardo 
for a]l mankind ; he had prouieed Pan 
dise to tbe peiiitynt tbief ; be bad gire 
his mother a eon, at]d a mother to b 
disciple. There remained, therefore, 1 
him nothiag of all that was his but h: 
hum an -divine personality — his spirit- 
and this be coinmonded into the band> 
that is, into the power and favour, of h 
Eternal Father. In this action of oi 
Lord, there is much upon which to thin 
and meditate. The spirit, or (as we ai 
accustomed to eay) the immortal soul i 
Christ ; tbe care which be evinced fi 
it, tbe bands into which iie commends 
it, on the one side, — and on tbe othe 
our immortal soul, the care which n 
take of it, and the hands into wbicb n 
commend it, — these are subjects of coi 
fiJflration, upon whicli we will ponder 

TKIiBn a man, wUo Wa \*»'a. wmj 
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with mortal illness, &lls at length, be it 
after long or short suffering, into extreme 
weakness, when tbe deadly paleness of 
bis fisoe, the vacanoj of his eyes, and 
the difficulty of his broken breathing 
announce the near approach of death ; 
when with trembling lips he lisps a few 
indiatinctly uttered words, his relatives 
and friends will incline towards him tc 




Iieiirt treroble witli httr and aatoniflh 
iiient And so it vras on the heigbt o 
Calvary. JeeuB exckinieil with a lom 
voice, and one moment after he inclinei 
hia head and gave up the ghost Am 
the centurion of the guard waa movei 
to cry out, " Indeed this man was th 
Son of God!" What forced thia upoi 
his conviction? The power of onr Re 
dt'emei's voice, and more, the praye 
which he uttered — " Fatiier, into th; 
hands I commend my epirit." Truly 
he can be no <jther than the Son wlio p 
earnestly and so confidently commend 
himself to his Father. 

But in what relation does this So 
stand to the Father ? Is it the eterna 
Son, the Divine Word, that here snppli 
CBtes, or is it He who was wont to cal 
himself the Son of Man 1 We shall no 
be long in seeking an answer. It wa 
certainly the Son of Man, who her 
commends his spirit to the Divine pro 
tection ; but we must not consider bin 
as separated from the Eternal Word, fo 
Clirist, who is both the Son of Man am 
the -Eternal Word, nltercd Uiia prayoi 
*' Every spirit tLat con[eBsev\i l.W\: 5«b\ 
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JhnBt IB come ia the flesli, is of God ; 
Dt -be who separaleth Jeens, is not of 
lod." If we say that the human nature 
ziatA by itself alone^ we aie AriaDs ; if 
re consider his body only as a shadow 
r ethereal body, we are Goontics ; if 
re deny the personal unity, we are Nes- 
>riaii8. The right Tiew is, that we 
anfesB that there existal togetiier in 
V moment of hia life, both the liu 




^ot so obsolete as that many do not eresk 
low speak of the Lamb of Grod, that 

iketh away the sins of the world, ad- 
lering coldly to words, and oonfoond 
[he essence of things with mere figures. 

here are even now religions zealots and 

'hristians of feeling, who will not endure 
|o hear others speak of the interior life 
)f Christ, of his twofold, — ^his eternal 
md created natures. We should con- 
lent ourselves, they say, with believing 
that he was the organ by which divine 
life was imparted to men. In hcty these 
|nen would consider our Lord as little 

tore than a machine put in motion by 
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board of expiating merit, of a model for 
onr imitation, where there was no apiii- 
tnal ooiiBcionsiiees, no freedom of will ? 
The Bon of Qod, therefore, lived upon 
this eatth, not as a human body, with a 
mere organic and senntive life, but aa a 
tme man, coneequentlj, with a created 
human spirit, which, at the moment of 
his departure from this life, be com- 




^tter he has spoken in the pi 
Psalm (xxi.) of the rage of his c 
who surrounded him on all sides 
torturing of his body, and of the < 
tion of his strength, he adds, ^^ B 
O Lord, remove not thy help t< 
tance from me: look* towards my i 
Deliver, God, my soul from ue 
my only one from the hand 
wicked." He does not pray for i 
ance from death, for he voluntari 
jected himself to it ; but for pr< 
and defence of his immortal soul 
he calls his only one. In other 
he now says, " Father, into th"« 
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littfl« of die BUiMil mUrn oawtpotence 
iMIoTe ef God^ m ii is tMilmihe book 
^itWuiomy ^ The «o«lb laC Ao jut are 
ift the hands of God« and 1^ lofment of 
^both flhall not touch dieni^(e« lit. t«.1). 
^Oar Lofd oomrneodft hk i^kii into 
Hw' hands of his Father as one who 
^IfKMits m treasme in m F^iaoe ef security 
iM^ commends it to CMttions watohfal- 
IMn^ that he may leeeiire it again in due 
Allison, and thus, we aie tat^t, in the 
tavth pUice, l^ this inmynf of our Re- 
lieeoier, that die hmmm m^ shall ntum 
ilgain to the body ibr which, it was 
^gKBated, as the body was fear it* Hence 
#ii last woid of oar Loid is ft word of 
HAmiph, anaoaBctag ^10 mbaam of the 
iiedj, and a hafm" nsoifectioii. Into 
^Ikr hands, O FafliMr, I eenimend my 
li^prit^ my body, ue^ human natme^ ^for 
wen wilt not leaye my jmd in hell (in 
ilile lower world)| mn^ wstt tlion me thy 
4iidy one to sse eom^0ii/'^-*(Ps. xt.) 
#0 Deadi^I wm b»i%deatk; O hell, 
4 ^wffl be thy bite^ O Deal^ where is 
■tfiy yictory, O Death, where is thy 
sting ? Death is swallowed np in vie- 
tory." — (Osee xiii. 14» — \ Ciw*^^.^ 



An<i here it was tliat the work of — __ 
cleiiiptiuD airivect at its full height. 11 
was not enough, that our liOrd, who n ' 
Innocence itKel^ shouM enter iota c 
misery ; that to bring man home sgi 
to his fatJier, he slioold become like 
the lost BOB,— -three great steps remain 
yet to be acconiplished before be aiiiimi 
at the )N-<>i "{ liis earthly course. WbSP] 
man turucil ftotn Ciod, he fell into tbd 
deluuiv-e snares of the powers of dark- 
le neaa ; the Iledeemer, who, in his impec- 
» ^, cability and innocence, said, "Theprincfl 
' of this world cometh to me, and findcth 
J^ nothing in nie, that can give him power 
over me," surrendered himself of his own 
full free will to all the cruelty which the 
rage of his enemies, incited by the spirit 
of lies, could devise against him ; and 
the more barbarous were their fnry and 
their wickedness, the more brightly did 
• his meekness iind his dignity shine forth. 
; But this was not the highest. Un- 
{ redeemed man, although in the captivity 
', of sin, and without interior peace, finds, 
u nevertheless, many consolationa upon 
/ cnrih ; bat there reinaiiia U> \v\m & dreary. 
■ ■ a comforttcBS futurity, w\t\\ovA Avmi^ 



without light, without hope, where tie 
fioda nought save the eterDul sting of 
death. Our loving ttedeemer would 
pui'take also in some degree of tlie horrors 
of this dreary waste. He sought for 
one who might consote him, and found 
liiiu not (Pa. Ixviii.); he felt himself 
abandoned by bia Father, and the im- 
mediate preaence of the Deity, which 
had always consoled his heart, was now 
for the first time withdrawn. But, as 
he experienced this abandonment, which 
is the essence of tlie tuisery of creatures, 
the immediate consequence of disobe- 
dience, the punishment of guilt, without 
swerving from bis obedienco, the sin of 
man was expiated, and, at the same 
time, the power of death and the sting 
of hell were broken. 

In tLis manner, be verified those pro- 
phetical words, "■ O Death, I will be 
thy death ; I will be tby sting, O Hell ;" 
and, " "When, with a strong ciy and 
t«arB, he offered up prayers and suppli- 
cations to him that was able tu save him 
from death — (when be cried with a louJ 
Toioe, ' Father, into thy hands 1 com- 
m^iid ay spirit')— he wsks beard {(it t.\k% 



reverence."— {Heb. v. 7.) The heaven 
si)irit separated itself from tlie hoiiy 
but, in living union with the dtvii 
IjogoB, it descended into the lower par 
of the earth to visit those departed spiri 
t)iat had hoped in Jeeus ; and it w; 
united again to the glorified body, th; 
ho might become the first-bom amoi 
many brethren. Thus, in con trad iatini 
tion to the first man, the second was 
vivifying Bpirit, that eflected the regan 
mtiun and resurrection of mankind. Fa 
when he commended liia spirit into tl 
bands of bis Father, he commended i 
men, particularly those who should 1 
united to him, into the hands, that i 
tfl the favour and protection of Go 
" This also hath the Lord done for \xt 
writes Euthymius, " that the depart 
spirits of the just no longer descend in 
the lower parts of the earth, but ascei 
upwards unto God." " "With Lis ov 
spirit," saya St. Athanasius, " he recor 
mended all men to his Father, and ga 
into hia protection all those who shon 
JJre bjr him and in him." Thus, tl 
Jjost Word of onr Saviour oa the Cri 
stands la intimate connectwa -wifc ' 
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rt. Id tbe First, he effected the ex- 
ion of our guilt hy the dedication of 
meritorious sacrifice ; in the lAst, 
lemoval of our puniebment through 
meration, by a participation of hia 
And when he had accompliehed 
\, the object of his earthly life was 
illed. He then " bowed down hia 
d and gave up the ghost." 




and tiiai we auvru»va ^^. . 
soul belongs. For those flame-wri 
words still stand indelibly visible, 
shall their power be ever lease 
^' What doth it profit a man, if he 
the whole world and lose his soul ? 
what shall a man give in exchangi 
his soul ? '* The same truth is annoo] 
by the Apostle. " We are debtors 
that we should live according to 
flesh. For if you live according tc 
flesh (according to the feelings of thi 
and earthly man), you shall die ; b 
according to the spirit, you shall Ut 
How many warriors are there in 
riiirJafjan warfare, who are oallei 
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iritb a sevenfold cord, — for when tfa 
aw&ke, they wi)l break the cord, as fl 
is snapped in the fire. The seven 
well known capital sins| the seven i 
prsved passions, may so strongly entan; 
tbe sleeper, who neglects a watchfuin 
over himself, that they make him a ct 
tive for ever. When he comes to hi 
self, when grace iiwakeiia him, he in 




1!)6 



■' CHRieC 






at lengll) be aball become the proy 
his eueinica, who shall cast him in 
priaon. This is the awful picture of 
Chriatian, who, being further remov 
from the grace of Ood than he thin 
himself to be, is overtaken by death. 

During the pontiUcate of Cleme 
Vlir., a person, who was aupposed 
be dead, was buried in the chiirr.h 
St. Maria Je' Monticelli, at Ron 
Below, in the dark oata«onib, he &wok 
he cried aloud for help, bat in vain ; 
stumbled, at every step, over the hon 
of the dead, and was at length about 
surrender himself to despair, when t 
door was opened for the admission of 
corpse. When he was asked what dreai 
or visions had floated before him duri 
his state of lethargy, he answered, " On 
in my youth I committed a murder 
anger : with this I was immediately i 
proached, and I heard these awfu] 
menacing words — ' Ah, traitor, the tii 
for thy punishment is come !'" Wk 
would liave been his doom, bad he ne» 
risen from his sleep ? How terrific 
lie lot of the departed spwit, whi 
Jeaves tbia world uncecoodVei V^'Oa 
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God, witliont pe&oe, without trutli ! We 
upon earth roAy console ourselves and 
others bj ingenious and beautiful dis- 
eouraes; we may represent and paint, 
uoording to out own feelings, the state 
of things beyond this earth ; but ha^ 
tnortal man ever jet been found, who 
could answer the aocient question, " Hast 
thou entered into the depths of the ees. 




triule and severe suiTerings, where ehs 
tlio impious and tbe goilless find 
|))rice? — (1 Peter iv.) What patienc 
what peraeverance, what derotedDesa a 
necessary to fuISl the dnily office of 
life plesEiug to God ! And if this cai 
not be done without the assietaace 
divine grace, huw shall they accomplL 
it, who during their lives, in which the 
ia scarcely a, thought given to God, i 
Dot only not solicit thia assistance, b 
do not even think of its necenitj 
Hence the Apostle adds, " Let the 
that si.ffcr apcordiug to the will of Co 
commend their soula in good deeds 
the feithful Creator."— (v. 19.) If i 
are faithful in our probation, he will 
feithful in hia rewards : if we are faithf 
in work and deed, lie will be faithful 
his promises. " I know," says St. Pai 
" I know whom I have believed, and 
am certain that be is able to keep tfa 
which I have committed unto hi 
againat that day." — (2 Tim, i.) Jn 
life, which is devoted to him ; all t 
sacriUcea which I have offered, and ; 
tbe merit that I have acqo^tei, m^-^W 
under the guard ia.nBt\p ol \iiBW\3\< 



nntil the day of my restoration, the | 
daT of the renoyation of mankind. 

To whom, then, shall we comn 
oar immortal spirit, our life and 
being, not only in prayer, but in 
full power of our will in work an 
deed t T<> whom, if not to him, 
whose handB the Father has girei 
powfirt To wVimn, if not to liim, w 
Lands were nailed for ua on the t" 
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